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Iran legislators rebuff Rafsanjani 

NICOSIA (R) — Cracks appeared in Iranian President Akbai Hasbemi 
Ra&ujaors bedrock parliamentary support Tuesday when the Majlis 
appiwed a bill striping the Interior- Ministry of its powers. to run 
. -pmmripalhies. The Majlis rebuff, a direct challenge, to Interior Minister ■ 
Abquflah Nouri, was the first for Mr, Rafsanjani since a right-centre 
- affiance h a ckin g the president defeated radicals in ApriJ-May decrioos. 
The. “H. ^^ovedafter wo votes Sunday and Tuesday, in effect snips the 
Interior Ministry of its powers in nmning ammidpalhies, handing them 
. over tp ll*member councils. The council in each city, is composed of four 
focal officiate pins seven members chosen by the city’s governor, Majlis 
deputies mid Friday prayer leaders, Tehran Radio said. “If yon think this 
bffl will redress the people's rights, you are wrong,” Vtce-Presdeni 
Ataouah - Mohajeram toM the Majlis before a majority of deputies 
attending the session voted for it Sunday. Abrar newspaper said the vote 
wasjMitof a “concerted campaign to put pressure on the interior minister 
... which should be considered a confrontation with Mr, Hashemi 
■ Rafcan jam’s government" 
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AMMAN (R) — Jordan has asked the London Club of commercial 
creditors to discount principal on its SI .2 billion debt by at least 35 per 
cent and defer those payments for 30 years, an economist dose to the 
Jordanian government said an Tuesday. Finance Minister Basel Jardaneh 
announced after returning from London Sunday that the two rides had 
agreed in principle to reduce the debt but details had not yet been worked 
out. “The Jordanian finance minister is demanding a minimum of 35 per 
cent discount on principal Failed A1 Fanek told Reuters. He said 
Jordan was asking for a 30-year deferral on payment of principal with 
interest payments on the reduced amount. After that time the Kingdom 
would make a one-time payment to bankers with a zero-coupon bond, be 
said. “They are asking for 30 years but will probably settle for twenty." he 
said, adding that the two sides had agreed to a framework which included 
unspeafien discounts and payment deferrals. He said Jordan had rejected 
out of hand a proposal by the banks which would reduce interest providing 
the reduction was capitalised and repaid alter 10 years. Dr. Fanek added 
Mr. Jazdaneb had told the bankets that until they readied an agreement 
the Kingdom would pay only 30 per cent of the interest due. 




Price: Jordan 100 IBs; Saudi Arabia 1.50 rfyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 



in* 

% 


* 


'•'IT- 


n 


Two ambassadors 
' sworn in 

.“AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 

• Ibe Regent, received at the Royal 
- . <301111 Tuesday Asera Quteishat 

'-and Ahmad Adafieh, Jordan’s 

* ambassadors designate to Sudan 
and Yemen respectively. The two 

. ambassadors were given direc- 

* lives by the Regent on the need 
to promote Jordan's relations 
with the two Arab - countries. 

. They were sworn in before 
Gown Prince Hassan in the pre- 

- sence of the Royal Court Grief 
. Khaled Karalri and acting Fore- 
ign Minister Mahmoud A1 Sharif. 

Sharif Zeid visits 
France 

' AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 

- ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker left 
■ for Europe Tuesday on a private 

. * trip expected to last several days, 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 

- said. Sharif Zeid would cut short 

• his visit and go to Washington if 
.His Majesty King Hussein, re- 
covering there from surgery, 
holds formal talks with U.S. Pres- 
ident George Bosh, according to 

'.sources quoted by Reuters. 
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Kafcish retained on 
port* s board 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Cabinet 
held a meeting Tuesday under the 
chairmanship of Deputy Premier 
and Education Minister Tbouqan 
AlHmdawi and decided to renew 
the membership of Aqaba Re- 

g 'on Authority President Bassam 
a Irish in the board of (Erectors 
of die Jordanian Ports Corpora- 
tion. It also approved the forma- 
tion of Jordan's delegation to the 
meetings of. flic Council of Arab 
Youth and Sports Ministers to be 
held in Damascus Sept. 5-7. The 
delegation win be headed by 
Youth Minister Saleh Irsheidat 
and will indude as members De- 
puty Secretary. General Munther 
A1 Huneidi and Abdul Rahman 
A1 Armooti of the ministry. 

Swedish team 
arrives 


AMMAN (Petra) — A Swedish 
parliamentary delegation arrived 
. V in Amman Tuesday on a three- 
day visit to Jordan. The delega- 
tion wjDJ meet with His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent, and will hold talks 
with senior Jordanian officials on 
the Middle East peace process 
; and bilateral relations. 

Golan Druze on 
pilgrimage to Syria 

TEL AVIV (R) — A group of 
185 Druze clerics from the Golan 
Heights crossed from the Israeti- 
- ' held land into Syria on pilgrimage 
Tuesday, the largest crossing by 
Druze since the Jewish state 
occupied the Heights m the 1967 
war. The International Commit- 
tee of the Red Cross organised 
4'tbe crossing by the clerics who 
planned to visit the grave of a 
Druze holy man, Nabi AbiL near 
Damascus. 

Izzat Ibrahim in 
Amman hospital 

AMMAN (AP) — Izzat Ibrahim, 
deputy chairman of Iraq’s ruling 
Revolution Command Council, is 
hospitalised in Jordan after 
undergoing surgery over the 
weekend, Jordanian officials said 
Tuesday. They said that Mr. Ibra- 
him, a dose aide to President 
Saddam Hussein, was operated 
on for a hernia Sunday at the 
; Ring Hussein Medical Centre,. 

Sfcne of the most sophisticated 
- medical institutions in the Middle 
East. “He is doing fine,” said a 
Jordanian official, who masted 
: on anonymity. “He is recuperat- 

; ing now ana should stay at the 
hospital for' one week.” Mr. Ibra- 
him is 54. 


U.S. plans $5bF-15 
sale to Saudis 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 
Bush administration has in- 
formed some American Jewish 
leaders that it intends to proceed 
a J5 trillion sale of as many 
72 F-15 -aircraft to Saudi Ara- 
bia, Jewish sources said Tuesday. 
The sources told Reuters the 
administration could make an 
announcement as early as 
Wednesday. 



Jordan- Israel accord 
on ‘common agenda’ 


Combated agency despatches 

JORDAN AND ISRAEL remain 
far apart after one week of fresh 
negotiations following the change 
of government al Israel and need 
more time to dose the gap be- 
tween their respective . view- 
points, the chief Jordanian peace 
negotiator and the official 
spokesman said Tuesday. 

“We listened to the remarks by 
the Israeli side' on what we pre- 
sented during last week's meet- 
ing, thinking that what we pre- 
sented was enough to dose the 
gap between our points of view," 
Abdul Salam Majah, head of the 
Jordanian delegation to the peace 
talks, told reporters after a round 
of negotiations Tuesday morning. 

The main differences centre on 
Israel's settlement activity in the 
occupied territories, U.N. Secur- 
ity Council Resolution 242, Dr. 
Majali said, explaining that Jor- 
dan was seeking to include these 
issues dearly in a common agen- 
da in the peace process. 

Israeli settlement policies are 
of great concern to. Jordan since they 
affect its security because as more 
and more Israel) settlers take 
over Palestinian lands they evict 


the Palestinian owners- of the 
lands .to the East Bank, jeopar- 
dising Jordan's resources and 
existence. Dr. Majali said. 

Dr. Majali denied reports that 
Israel had accepted to give Jor- 
dan its share of Yannouk River 
water and said the issue was not 
on Tuesday’s agenda. Noting that 
experts were discussing the issue. 
Dr. Majali said in view of Jor- 
dan's due need for water and is 
deprived of Jordan River water 
and a large part of Yarmouk 
water the subject need thorough 
discussions. 

Marwan Muasher, the official 
spokesman for the Jordanian de- 
legation, said the Israeli delega- 
tion bad retracted from previous 
positions and had adopted a 
tougher stand.. 

The Israelis are rejecting the 
baric principles on which the 
Middle East peace process was 
built and hopes were fading that 
agreement could be reached this 
week on the sought-for common 
agenda. Dr. Muasher said. 

The Israeli side has assumed a 
tough posture towards Resolu- 
tion 242, occupied Jordanian ter- 
ritories and other issues which 
come under the context of inter- 


national legitimacy. Dr: Muasher 
said, adding that this was not the 
case last week. 

“We made our position clear to 
the Israelis from the very begin-, 
ning and thought that they had 
understood pur position well and 
that they woe ready to initiate 
serious negotiations,” Dr. 
Muasher said. “But, it seems, 
they are not serious about the 
peace process because they do 
not want to talk about settle- 
ments, nor about Resolution 
242," be added. 

The Israeli side does not even 
want to recognise that Israel bad 
occupied and annexed some of 
Jordan's territory, he said. 

On another front, Palestinians 
and Israelis 'are seeking a formula 
that will enable the creation of 
specialised groups to discuss what 
Israel calls the “nitty gritty" of 
peace. 

Both sides made dear that 
while negotiations were stuck, 
they were not derailed. 

“We are trying to find an 
impasse-breaking mechanism or 
device,” Palestinian spokes- 
woman Hanan Ashrawi sajjd. “So 

(Coafhmed on page 5) 


Israel reports progress made 
in talks with Syria over Golan 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Syria, In a move welcomed by 
Israel, has presented a document 
in Mideast peace talks outlining 
its stand on the occupied Golan 
Heights, a senior Israeli official - 
said Tuesday. 

While Syria continues to insist 
on a total Israeli withdrawal from . 
the territory, the document shows 
“an attempt to take into account 
our point of view" on some 
issues, the Israeli official told 
some reporters. 

He said Itamar Rabinovich, 
who heads the Israeli delegation 
negotiating with Syria, probably 
will return to Israel over the 
weekend to consult with top gov- 
ernment officiate. 

The round of talks entered its 
second week Monday. 

Details of the Syrian document 
were withheld under an agree- 
ment between the two rides. But 
the official, who asked not to be 
identified by name, said it dealt, 
with withdrawal of Israeli forces 
and security, among other issues. 

“There are elements we like,” 
-the official' said in gyving repor- 


ters an optimistic account of 
Israeli-Syrian negotiations. 

He said the Israeli side had not 
raised with Syria such touchy 
issues as Israel's legitimacy, 
Syria's growing arsenal of missiles 
and a partial withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. 

Syria is insisting on a full Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan, the 
official said. 

He did not say m what specific 
way the document is favourable 
to Israel. 

The official said a realistic goal 
for the current sixth round of 
talks would be. an Israeli-Syrian 
agreement to issue a joint text at 
the end of the scheduled four 
weeks of negotiations. 

WhOe the Shamir government 
rejected the idea of Israel ever 
handing back the Golan to Syria, 
tile new Israeli negotiating team 
under Mr. Rabinovich signalled 
at the outset it was prepared to 
talk about withdrawal from at 
least part of the strategic plateau. 

Syria presented its first detailed 
(kxxunent m the talks at Mon- 
day’s session and Mr. Rabinovich 


said Tuesday it formed an accept- 
able basis for discussion. 

The sides have agreed to a four 
or five-day adjournment- at the 
end of this week, to consult with 
their governments. 

Mr. Rabinovich is an academic 
best known for a book about 
missed opportunities . -in Syrian 
Israeli relations in the past. IBs 
appearance has immediately lo- 
wered the rhetorical level of the 
-talks to the extent that Syrian 
Foreign Minister Faxouk A1 Sbar- 
aa was quoted at the weekend as 
describing the atmosphere as 
“reasonable." 

Worries on Lebanese elections 

The United Stares is trying to 
insulate the Arab-Israeli peace 
talks from the effects of elections 
hi Lebanon, which threaten to 
radicalise the country and widen 
the split between Christians and 
Muslims. * 

A senior Bush ad mi n is t ra tion 
(Continued on page 5) 


Mediators 
optimistic 
on Libyan 
crisis 

JAKARTA (R) — United Na- 
tions and Arab League chiefs said 
on Tuesday progress had been 
made towards settling Libya's dis- 
pute with the West over its refus- 
al to hand over airliner bombing 
suspects. 

“A measure of pr o gr ess has. 
been made toward the imple-, 
mentation of Security GnmdT 
Resolution 731 which will contri- 
bute to the resolution of the 
dispute,” U.N. Secretary- 
General Boutros Ghali told the 
Non-Aligned Movement summit 
which opened in the Indonesian 
capital Jakarta. He (fid not elabo- 
rate. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi, wbo.tas stayed away trim die 
summit, called on Monday night 
for (fired talks with the United 
States to solve the dispute. His' 
delegation in Jakarta was not 
immediately available for com- 
ment. 

“We (Libya) will not surrender 
whatever the pressnres,”Cok>nel 
Qadhafi vowed in a nationally- 
televised speech marking the 23rd 
anniversary of his Sept. 1, 1969 
military coup that toppled the 

(Continued oo page 5) 


NAM seeks to adapt 
to post-cold war world 


(R) — Non-aligned 
n a key summit Thes- 


JAKARTA 
nations began 
day to adapt their movement to 
the post-cold war era and lift 
themselves out of -the poverty 
which U.N. chief Boutros Ghali 
called the last challenge of the- 
century. 

Indonesian President Suharto, 
opening the lOtfa summit of the 
Non-Abgned Movement (NAM), 
told its 106 members they must! 
rely on their own efforts mid not 
jinst the .West fo achieve prosper- 
ity. 

“If a country desires develop- 
ment for its people it should 
strive to bring its own house in 
order,” he told heads of state and 
government at a new $100 million 
convention centre. “A nation 
must not depend on others for its 
own development” 

Dr. Ghali, who became U.N. 
seoetary-jgeneral this year, said 
that despite the collapse of the 
Soviet bloc and the mid of East- 
West confrontation, non- 
alignment was jua as impor t an t 
as when the movement was 
founded 31 years ago. 

“We_ could go even farther and 
say that your e n te r pri se is con- 
stantly becoming more topical 
and modern," he sahL 

-Apparently r efe rring to U.S. 
President Gee 


could be “no sustainable world 
order without the eradication of 
poverty,” a task be termed “the 
last challenge we most take up at 
the close of the century.” 

Like Mr. Suharto, he urged 
poor countries not to blame 
others. Development, he said, 
was inseparable from peace and 
democracy. “One cannot paint a 
finger at anyone in particular, 
because this has been a collective 


a new world 


Bush’s call for 
, he said there 


non-aligned countries had 
focused too late on economic 
problems and their past cries for a. 
“new world economic order" had 
fallen victim to tire ideological 
rows of the cold war. 

■ The comments of the two men 
underlined attempts by boat In- 
donesia and others to pnsh the 
movement away firms the con- 
frontation of the past and give it 
new relevance. 

Bnt Mr. Suharto also urged 
industrial nations to help de-. 
vdoptng countries, which have an 
estimated $1.3 trillion in out- 
standing foreign debt 
He panted to the need far debt 
relief and for the West and Japan 

to rednee import tariffs, and L gb- 
tighted fears that eastern Europe 
will divert aid from other weedy 
regions. 

(Coutined oni page 5) 



King meets delegation to talks 


HIS MAJESTY King Hus- 
sein Tuesday met with the 
Jordanian delegation to the 
Arab-Israeli peace calks cur- 
rently under way in Washing- 
ton and underlined the need 
to remain firm on the King- 
dom's stands vis-a-vis the re- 
quirements of a just and dur- 
able peace in the Middle 
East, the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, said. 

The delegation visited the 
King at his residence in 
Washington, where he ar- 
rived after leaving the Mayo 


Oinic in Minnesota earlier 
this week. At the Mayo Cli- 
nic be underwent a successful 
surgery to remove a tumour 
from his urinary tract. 

The Jordanian delegation 
to the peace talks, headed by 
Abdul Salam Majali, con- 
gratulated the King on the 
success of the surgery and 
wished him a speedy recov- 
ery. 

The King reassured the de- 
legation on his good health 
and said be was improving 


daily. 

The King told the delega- 
tion that he was over- 
whelmed by The concern ex- 
pressed by the people of Jor- 
dan over his health and asked 
that his greetings and appre- 
ciation be conveyed to them. 
Petra reported. 

Dr. Majali briefed the 
King on the progress of the 
peace talks, which resumed 
Aug. 24 and are rescheduled 
to last four weeks, the agency 
added. 


Shbeilat arrested in connection 
with Nafeer group case 


By Sana Atiyeh ■ 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Prominent indepen- 
dent Islamist Deputy Laith 
Shbeilat was detained for ques- 
tioning by the state security pro- 
secutor Monday night and could 
face charges for allegedly assist- 
ing an illegal militant Islamic 
group. An order for his detention 
was made after alleged testimo- 
nies by accused members of the 
group that they bad used his car 
to transport weapons and explo- 
sives. 

Mr. Shbeflat's detention came 
a few days after the arrest of his 
dose associate, Deputy Yacoub 
Qarrash, who is accused of head- 
ing an organisation called “Sha- 
bab A1 Nafeer A1 Islam! (Van- 
guard of Islamic Youth” allegedly 
planning to use illegal Arms 
against die state. Both deputies 
the same office and are 


known to be affiliated with a 
spiritual Sufi group known as 
“Dar Al Koran.” 

No official statement was re- 
leased concerning Mr. Shbeilat's 
detention. 

Although the Amman deputy 
was not charged, official sources 
were quoted by the BBC as 
saying that they expected to 
chaige him for assisting — 
whether intentionally or uninten- 
tionally — the banned group by 
providing his car for t ran sport in g 
illegal arms and explosives aimed 
against the state. 

Mr. Shbeilat’s lawyer, Ibrahim 
Bakr, said he had requested bail 
to be set for the deputy's release 
bat had not yet been granted. He 
told the Jordan Times Tuesday 
that bail was rarely granted when 
the detention was-done for-tuves- . 
tigative purposes, but hoped he 
would receive special permission 
for his release. 


“Knowing Laith as I do, I 
strongly doubt he would be in- 
volved with arms and explo- 
sives," Mr. Bakr said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Mr. Shbeilat was arrested at his 
home at 10:30 p.m. after the 
officials from the state prosecu- 
tor’s office searched his home for 
an hour and half, according to his 
wife, Rima. His office in 
Shmeisani was also searched 
Monday afternoon, and police 
confiscated a box-lull of video 
tapes, documents and cassettes, 
according to his associates. 

Mis. Shbeilat said that the 
search at home was conducted in 
a very “polite and civilised” man- 
ner. Informed sources said they 
confiscated Mr. Shbeilat’s two 
personal guns. 

Mrs. Shbeilat told the Jordan 
Times that she was sure her hus- 
band was not involved with any 
illegal armed organisation. “He 



Laith Shbeilat 

knows nothing about his car 
being used to transport arms, as 
he is being accused of," Mis. 
Shbeilat told the Jordan Times. 
“He lends his car to anyone who 
needs it." 

The deputy’s wife insisted that 
“ulterior motives" were behind 
Mr. Shbeilat's arrest “in order to 

(Coatfimed on page 5) 


Rightists 
to boost 
challenge 
to Lebanon 
elections 

BEIRUT (R) — Lebanon’s 
Christians, long opposed to 
Syria’s historic say in the country, 
are trying to join ranks to boost 
resistance against controversial 
elections dominated by pro- 
Damascus candidates, political 
sources said Tuesday. 

George Saadeh, bead of the 
Christian Falange Party, said his 
group was leading efforts to form 
a broad national front to tackle 
the election crisis, the worst since 
the end of the 1975 to 1990 civil 
war. 

The Christians, who boycotted 
the first two rounds of the poll, 
say the elections are a ploy by 
Syria to strengthen its grip over 
the country. 

Official results of voting held 
on Aug. 23 and Sunday showed 
drat the majority of die candi- 
dates who won were dose to 
Syria, wtritf the rest were Muslim 
ftwiHamft n raKiitS - 

“We are trying to establish a 
broad Christian-Muslim political 
front that would fill the defid ency 
of the legal institutions and re- 
form its malfunctions which re- 
sulted from the massive boycot- 
ting of the elections,” Mr. Saadeh 
said. 

“The problem cannot be left 
unsolved because it is a threat to 
existence of the country,” said 
the leader of the. Falange, the 
largest Christian group. 

Delegates of various Christian 
opposition groups were to meet 
Tuesday at the seat of Maronite 
Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir, a 
strong opponent of the elections. 

They were to discuss the polls 
which damaged the fragfle reCoo- 
dKation between Muslims and 
Christians after two years of 
peace. One political source said 
the delegates would talk about 
escalating (‘democratic resist- 
ance” against the elections.. 

The last stage of voting fe due 
to take place in ttys south Sunday. 
Pro-Syrian candidates ait also 
expected to win. 

The sources said members of 
the outgoing legislative body, 
some of whom lost in the recent 
voting, were trying to find a 
constitutional way to declare the 
polls illegal. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraqi dissidents want to fill 
allies- made 6 vacuum 9 in south 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAQI SHIITE opposition 
groups called on exiles Tuesday 
to return to southern Iraq where 
the United States and its allies 
have set up an air umbrella to 
protect dissidents from the Iraqi . 
army. 

The Damascus-based Islamic 
Action Organisation and the 
Da*wa group said Shiite exiles 
should return to the south “to fill 
the political and administrative 
gap created by the regime’s gra- 
dual absence from the area.” 

The two Shiite groups urged 
Iraqi government officials and 
members of the armed forces to , 
join a rebellion aimed at remov- 
ing from power President Sad-' 
dam Hussein. 

The Islamic Action Organisa- 
tion and Da'wa took part in last 
year’s abortive post-Gulf war re- 
bellion which was crushed. 

Iraq’s defence minister, on a 


tour of the 'no-fly zone” in the 
south, wants to “mobilise the 
masses” against what he called a , 
conspiracy to dismember the 
country, Baghdad newspaper 
said. 

Ali Hassan Al Majeed's com- 
ments were part of a go vernm ent 
campaign to muster support for 
whatever course of action it in- 
tends to tafcft ag ainst the exclu- 
sion zone south of the 32nd Para- 
llel. 

But no war preparations were 
visible in the Iraqi capital and 
army Chief of Staff lyad Al Rawi 
has denied allegations by U.S. 
National Security Adviser Brent 
Scowcroft that Iraq was planning 
a ground attack against the 
Shutes. 

Iraq has not mobilised its popu- 
lar army a lightly armed militia 
force, disbanded in the Gulf war 
aftermath. 

President Saddam Hussein has 
vowed to challenge the imposi- 


tion of the zone but said he would 
decide how and when to act. 

The “no-fly” zone was estab- 
lished last week by the United 
States and two of its Gulf war 
allies, Britain and France. 

“The Iraqi people... will defeat 
the conspiracy hatched by im- 
perialist and Zionist circles to 
dismember Iraq," the newspap- 
ers quoted Mr. Majeed as saying. 

They said be called for “the 
enlisting of all potentials to 
mobilise the masses to foil enemy 
schemes.” 

Mr. Majeed and senior Ba'ath 
Party officials have been touring 
the southern province below the 
32nd Parallel to seek support for 
plans to confront what Iraq de- 
scribes as “the West's (fifty plan.” 

National televirion has shown 
daily scenes of marsh Arab tribes- 
men brandishing rifles shouting 
anti-U.S. slogans and swearing 

(Continued on page 5) 


Executing merchants is right, 
Iraqi pl anning minister says 


AMMAN (R) — Iraq was right to 
execute merchants accused of 
profiteering despite reports that 
their deaths have frightened 
other traders into halting food 
imports, an Iraqi government 
minister said Tuesday. 

Planning Minister Saxnal Ma- 
jeed Faraj said the executions, 
were beneficial to Iraq as a deter-] 
rent to other would-be offenders. 

They were justified because 
Iraq was su f ferin g the harshest 
sanctions ever imposed on any 
country, Mr. Faraj added. 

Iraq began cracking down in 
July on merc ha nts accused of 
raising prices to profit from the 
sweeping TJ.N. trade ban im- 
posed on Baghdad. Diplomats 
said 42 traders were executed. 

“Certainly when we prevent 
such practices that violate the law 
this is something good," Mr. 
Faraj told Reuters when asked 
about reports that the executions 
caused a sharp drop in food ship- 
ments from Jordan, Iraq's supply 
lifeline. 

“When anyone who violates 
the law is punished others will - 
drink that mere are punishments-- 
which, win be imposed on them- 


and they avoid illegal matt e rs,” 
be said. 

Wholesalers in Jordan, the 
transit point for most of Iraq's 
food imports, have said many 
Iraqi merchants have stopped 
trading, terrified of suffering the 
same Ike. 

Mr. Faraj, in Jordan for a 
conference of the U.N.'s Econo- 
mic and Social Commission for 
Western Aria (ESCWA), did not 
exdnde the possibility of further 
executions. 

Asked if be thought more trad- 
ers would be executed in the war 
cm profiteers, he said: 

“it is not our intention to 
impose (unjustified) punishment 
on anyone and we do not intend 
in the future to impose any 
punishments on those who follow 
.the few." 

Iraq was trying to become self- 
reliant by increasing agricultural 
production and developing food 
industries rather than depending 
on massive imports, be added. 

He said he believed there 
would eventually be a thaw be- 
tween Baghdad and the Gnif 
states which went to war against it 
after its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 


Army jets 
attack 
Hekmatyar 
positions 

KABUL (R) — Army jets 
bombed a rebel airbase in west-, 
era Afghanistan Tuesday while 
the brokers of a ceasefire in the 
capital said they .were putting 
together a buffer force to sepa- 
rate the two sides outside shell- 
shattered Kabul. 

The buffer force would be sta- 
tioned in the southern and east- 
ern suburbs, pounded to virtual, 
nibble in -three weeks of bioodjy 
battles between the Islamic coali- 
tion government and the dissi- 
dent Hezb-e-Islami party. 

■ “We will put them in those 
places where face-to-face fighting 
has taken place,” said Engineer 
Mahmoud, deputy leader of a 
neutral peace mission that negoti- 
‘ated Saturday’s ceasefire. 

Government MiG jets broke 
■the ceasefire early on Tuesday 
■with a series of raids in which 
■they dropped hundreds of bombs 
■on the Hezb-held western Shin- 
dand air base, die Mnjahedcen 
. Af ghan fefe pri c Press (AIP) re- 
ported from Pakistan. 
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Tehran said refusing 
Abu Musa compromise 
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ABU DHABI (R) — Iran has 
effectively annexed a small Gulf 
island it jointly controlled with 
the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) for the past 20 years, Gulf 
diplomats said. 

They said Tehran was refusing 
to compromise over the island of* 
Abu Musa, lying about half-way 
between the UAE and the Ira-* 
nian coast. 

Iranian police on Abu Musa, 
controlled jointly with the UAE 
sheikhdom of Sharjah, last week 
turned back a passenger ferry 
after bolding it in port for three 
days. 

This was the first interference 
with civilian traffic since Iranians 
were allowed on the island in 
1971 under an agreement negoti- 
ated by Britain, then in charge of 
the foreign relations of the seven 
“Trucial States" which later 
formed the UAE. 

"This is creeping annexation. It 
looks like it is entering its final 
s^gcs," one tfiplomai said. 

Iran said bluntly on Aug. 25 
that Abu Musa was an Iranian 
island and that tt had every right 
to control foreigners* entry. 

The UAE has been restrained 
in its response to the actions of its 
powerful neighbour to the north, 
limiting public statements to pub- 
licising the plight of the 104 pas- 
sengers of the feny. They in- 
cluded about a dozen UAE 
nationals. 

Iran said Shaijans residing in 
. Abu Musa were free to come and 
'go* as they wished but others 
needed Iranian permits. 

The diplomats said contacts 
with Tehran since the ferry was 
turned back on Aug. 24 bad 
produced no results. 

'Tehran is treating the island 
as purely Iranian territory. It 
seems that it is refusing to talk 
about anything unless its 
sovereignty is recognised,” be 
added. 

"This is an example, of strong- 
arm tactics that is likely to in- 
crease suspicions of Iran on the 
Arab side of the Gulf,” one 
Western diplomat said. 

An Arab diplomat described it 
as a setback for efforts to improve 
ties between Iran's Muslim fun- 
damentalist rulers and the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation Coun- 
cil, which groups the UAE with 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Kuwait, 
Qatar and Oman. 

These had improved markedly 
since pragmatic President Akbar 
Hasbemi Rafsanjani came ..to i 
power three years ago and after 
Iran’s opposition to the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait in 1990. 

GCC Assistant Secretary- 
General Seif A1 Mask an was i 
quoted on Tuesday as saying that : 
"such irresponsible behaviour i 
was likely to reflect itself very j 


negatively on GCC-Iran ties ... 
and create an atmosphere of lack 
of confidence and tension.” 

The island is of little import- 
ance. Iran and Sharjah share 
income from a small offshore 
oilfield. 

. Western diplomats say 
Tehran’s move is probably 
prompted by military and 
strategic concerns as Abu Musa is 
dose to the main tanker channel 
through the Gulf. Iran is a major 
exporter of oil through the water- 
way. 

The UAE government alerted 
the five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security COundl when 
Iranian police last April deported 
foreign workers who operated the 
island’s power station, police post 
and school. 

UAE Foreign Minister Rashid 
Abdullah Af Nuaimi visited 
Tehran soon afterwards but his 
talks with Mr. Rafsanjani were 
fruitless. No other formal talks 
have taken place since, the diplo- 
mat said. 

The ferry, which was umed 
hack on Aug. 24, carried mainly 
Egyptian teachers coming back 
after the summer break to orga- 
nise school examinations. Pupils 
from Sharjah had to travel to the 
mainland to take their tests two 
days ago. 

The diplomats said that Iranian 
police, who had previously dealt 
only with Iranian residents on 
Abu Musa, started to excerdse 
authority over the rest of the 
island after April. 

This was confirmed by return- 
ing residents who said last week 
that Iranian police were checking 
identity cards and insisting that 
residents obey Iranian laws. 

The Sharjah- based A1 Khaleej 
newspaper has likened the new 
Iranian actions on Abu Musa to 
the expansionist policies of the 
Shah of Iran who claimed the 
island. The Shah's troops occu- 
pied two other islands in 1971, 
the Lesser and Greater Tumbs 
which belonged to another UAE 
sheikhdom Ras A1 Khahnah. 

The 1971 agreement, which 
Britain pushed through at the 
height of the then Labour govern- 
ment's rush to withdraw troops 
from east of Suez, allowed Iran to- 
station troops on Abu Musa while 
maintaining Sharjah's control of 
the rest of the island. 

The two sides said in the agree- 
ment that neither had dropped its 
claim to sovereignty over the 
whole island. But neither had 
challenged the status quo until 
this year, the diplomats said. 

The diplomats said that the 
agreement did not have a time 
limit, but the Shah demanded at 
the time that it should have a 
20-year lifespan. Neither Sharjah 
nor the UAE later accepted such 
a time limit, they added. 






"mm 


1 

m 







Kuwaiti 
woman 
released 
on bail 
in Dhaka 

DHAKA (R} — The relatives of a 

Kuwaiti wonjan wljo fled to 
Bangladesh to many her family's 
former chauffeur after a long tove 
a ffai r have applied to the Bang- 
ladesh high court to have her 


Gulf casts shadow over 
Arabs at NAM summit 
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REGENT MEETS DELEGATION: His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hasan, the Regent, Tues- 


day meets a delegation which visited His Mqjesty 
King Hussein in the U-S. two weeks ago^see page 3) 


Grey porridge saves 
thousands in Somalia 


MOGADISHU (R) — It’s grey, 
lumpy and uuinvitmg but it’s sav- 
ing thousands of lives. 

wherever relief agencies are 
fighting starvation, a special high- 
protein porridge called nnfmix is 
high on their list of emergency 
supplies. 

I would be a good baby food 
at any time, but in this case it's a 
life-saver,” said Aberra Bekele, a 
Unit ed Na tions Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF) nutritionist in famine- 
nit Somalia. 

Hundreds of people are dying 
every day in the Horn of Africa 
country, victims of drought, civil 
war and armed {gangs who loot 
relief supplies. Aid workers say 
some 4.5 million So malis risk 
starvation, of whom at least 1.5 
millioa are in desperate need. 

U nimix is a vital element in 
world efforts to save them. 

Developed by relief experts for 
severely malnourished children 
whose shrivelled bodies cannot 
absorb normal food, it contains 
grain, sugar, ofl and ground peas, 
beans, maize or lentils. 

The whitish flour is mixed with 
hot water into a thick and easfly- 
digestible gruel packed with 
calories to give energy and pro- 
tein to rebuild wasted bodies.. . 

It tastes better than it looks tt. 
similar to oat porridge. 

The simple ingredients can be 
adjusted according to availability. 
Supplies ferried into Somalia 
from neighbouring Kenya are 
made from maize and beans, but 
Mr. Bekele said it could just as 
easily contain wheat or sorghum 
and peas. 


“It's cheap, flexible and locally 
available. It could be made any- 
where — even here,” he said m 
the war-shattered capital Moga- 
dishu. 

Ummix'is given mainly to chil- 
dren under five, who are most at 
risk in any famine, but it can help 
the weakest adults too. 

If a hungaiy mother's milk 
dries up, her babies starve, un- 
able to. stomach normal adult 
food. 

Small children also have less 
resistance to illness. Di«»ses like 
malaria and tuberculosis are com- 
mon but mundane diarrhoea is a 
bigger killer, draining the Body of 
food and fluids before they can be 
absorbed. 

“A child who is malnourished 
is likely to get diarrhoea or other 
infectious diseases. A child with 
infectious diseases is likely to be 
malnourished. It’s a vicious cir- 
cle,” Mr. Bekele said. 

Relief workers stress the need 
for urgent medical supplies in 
tandem with food aid, to break 
the cyde. 

“Very few people die from- 
absolute lade of food,” said Paul 
Mitchell of the U-N.’s World 
Food Programme (WFP).” When 
they're: weak they often die of 
disease rather than hunger ife 
self.” , . ■ - 

Starving people also need dean 
water to cut die risk of diarrhoea 
and other water- borne diseases. 
In Somalia, UNICEF and other 
agencies have been mending 
damaged wells or digging new 
ones, and chlorinating some wa- 
ter supplies to loll germs. 


Israeli image-makers trade bad news for good 


By Jade Redden 

Reuter 

TEL AVIV — After years of 
Israeli feuding with the 
media, the new government 
of Yitzhak Rabin is trying to 
use news to improve its image 
and put pressure on the 
Arabs. 

“The new government is 
less confrontational in all 
areas . — with the press as 
well," said Yossi Olmert, the 
former head of the govern- 
ment press office who lost his 
job after Mr. Rabin took 
power in July. ~ . 

Instead of protesting that 
media coverage of Israel is 
negative — a legacy of 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of 
Lebanon and its efforts to 
crush the Palestinian revolt 
that began in 1987 — Israeli 
authorities have tried to pro- 
vide positive news. 

The army on Monday re- 
leased about 300 Palestinian 
prisoners and removed some 
barriers blocking roads in 
Bethlehem. 
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In both cases, foreign jour- 
nalists were invited to cover 
the measures, which were de- 
scribed as efforts to improve 
the atmosphere for tbe 
Washington peace talks. 

Plans to take these steps 
were announced earlier this 
month, timed for maximum 
impact one day before the 
talks resumed. 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

The next day, at the pre- 
cise minute the talks opened, 
the defence ministry — which 
Mr. Rabin also heads — 
announced it was dropping 
an order to expel 11 Palesti- 
nians issued by tbe former 
government of Yitzhak Sha- 
mir last January. 

Israeli negotiators, aban- 
doning the hardline views of 
previous government, 
r . . -ijy themselves as an- 
xious for a quick settlement 
and willing to compromise to . 
get it. 

“The Israelis are trying to 
be very professional and not 
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at all confrontational,” said 
Mr. Olmert, who took part in 
the heated exchanges that 
dominat'd previous sessions 
of tbe peace talks which be-, 
gan fast October. 

Tbe Palestinians, used to 
favourable comparisons with 
the inflexible Shamir, appear 
to have been thrown on the 
defensive. Now it is the 
, Israeli side romplaining of 
inaction and stalling. 

“The reality is they waste . 
time on questions we view as 
unimportant while Israel 
started the process with ges- 
tures and is ready to im- 
mediately get into subst- 
ance/' _ Housing Minister 
Binyanrin Ben-Eliezer said 
on Sunday. 

Palestinians say the ges- 
tures have been relatively 
minor — a few hundred pris- 
oners released when about 
10,000 are in jail. 

Sentences have bc*n re- 
duced only by a maximum of 
a few months — some ex- 
prisoners say they were 
actually held beyond co mply - 


tion of sentences to inflate 
the numbers. 

The gestures certainly 
show a concern with public 
relations^ itself a change from 
the uKfifierence or antagon- 
ism to foreign reporting that 
often marked relations with 
the media under the Shamir 
government 

“Tins is not a goodwill 
.gesture,” Adam Abu Eita 
said in Gaza on Monday after 
• he was released 45 days early. 
“This is just a political ploy.” 

When the Israeli army 
bused journalists into the 
Gaza Strip last week to re- 
cord the demolition of a bar- 
rier it bad built across an 
alley, one 23-year-old resi- 
dent said bitterly: “They're 

langfiing at US.” 

While one stack of barrels 
came tumbling down in front 
of the 25 journalists, another 
one across tbe street was un- 
touched. Soldiers outnum- 
bered local residents. 

“It’s show business,” said 
27-year-old Ahmad Abu 
Kater. 


Martens 
says Somalia 
aid workers 
need guards 

NAIROBI (R) — Former Bel- 
gian Prime Minister Wilfred Mar- 
tens has called for the swift de- 
ployment of armed U.N. guards 
m starving Somalia saying 
lawlessness there could drive aid 
workers away. 

“Emergency operations are at 
risk and all private agencies, all 
relief volunteers could leave 
Somalia if security continues to 
be such a big problem,” Mr. | : reporters. 
Martens said after a fact-finding ) The woi 
mission to Somalia and refugees 
camps in northern Kenya. 

“we must take measures to 
avoid such a catastrophe. My 
conviction is that guards, whatev- 
er the number approved by the 
U.N.,- must be armed and de- 
ployed in Somalia soonest 
possible.” 

Tbe Horn of African nation has 
been reduced to anarchy by 
months of dan-based frictional 
fighting, accompanied by drought 
and famine which have lolled tens 
of thousands of people. 

An Egyptian and a Czcdi serv- 
ing with a 50-member unarmed , 
observer team assuring with U.N. 
relief operations in Somalia were 
wounded jin an attack on Friday.' 

Se cretary-XJe n'eraT Bontios' 

GhaH said he would send addi- 
tional U-N. security-personnel to 
Mogadishu. On Friday, the 
Security Council called for tbe 
dispatch of 3,000 troops, on top 
of 500 Pakistani soldiers due in 
the Somali capital shortly. 

Mr. Martens, now a senator 
and minister of state, said he had 
never seen “a tragedy of these 
proportions” all his hfe. 


He said he would put bos find- 
ings to the Congress of European 
Christian democratic Parties, of 
which he is cmrent president, and 
other international agencies to 
pressure governments to act fas- 
ter to salvage: the' situation. 

Hundreds of people are dying 
daily and another million could 
starve to death in the next few 
months. About a million others 
have fled the country — two- 
thirds of than into Kenya. 

Mr. Martens said it was neces- 
sary that the U.N. and individual 
governments maintain and 
strengthen their relief efforts for 
Somalia “fa the coating months at 
whatever cost,” 

*T saw children waiting to (fie 
without aid and no possibility of 
reaching hospital, f saw other 
children fokf and die in then- 
mothers’ arms,” Mr. Martens 
told a packed news conference. 
“It was a tragic visit.” 

Mr. Martens said refugees 
crowded into camps in no r t h e rn 
Kenya faced severe misery and 
their pain was “indescribable.” 
“In one camp barely three 
square kilometres live some 5,000 
refegecs. They lead a life of 
hopelessness and misery. Health 
facilities are scarce and they are 
severely malnourished.” 


to Batha Eissa Hama^A? Anezy, 
25, and her Bangladeshi husband 
Ah' Ahmad. * 

Police said the couple were 
arrested at the borne of the man 
on Sunday following the Kuwait 
embassy’s extradition request 
made on behalf of the bnde’s 
relatives. 

A two-member high court 
bench, comprising Justice 
Anwarul Hnq Chowdhray and 
Justice K.M. Hasan, granted 
them bail and ordered police to 
send them back to Mr. Ahmad’s 
home to five as a married couple. 

They will be called back to the 
court if their presence is required 
for further hearing of the case, 
court sources said. 

The court will decide whether 
charges by Ms Anezy’s family 
that “she married violating 
Kuwaiti laws and that Mr. 
Ahmad” enticed her to an illegal 
love affair “are acceptable and 
will then rule on the extradition 


Ms. Anezy, 25, arrived in 
Bangladesh on Aug. 14, three 
days after Mr. Ahmad returned 
home on expiry of his job con- 
tract, members of his family told 


JAKARTA (R) — Key Arab 
leaders stayed away from a Non- 
Aligned Movement (NAM) sum- 
mit which opened on Tuesday — 
another sign that the wounds of 
tbe Gulf war are far from healing. 

“Do not forget our PoWs” 
(prisoners; of war said to be held 
iq Iraq), appealed a message on 
the plane that brought Kuwait's 
Emir Sheikh. Jaber AJ Ahmad Al 
S&bafa to tiie same meeting as his 
Iraqi axdi-cnemies. 

Sheikh Jaber, Bharain’s Emir 
Sheikh Isa Ben Salman Al Khali- 
fa, and Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat were tbe only Arab lead- 
ers who showed up on ' the first 
day of the six-day summit, a 
forum in tbe past for bringing 
Arabs together on regional and 
intemational issues. 

“The war has ended but the 
wounds are still too deep to 
heal,” said a senior Arab dele- 
gate. 

“Many have stayed away simp- 
ly to avoid shaking hands with 
each other. And I think it is 
unlikely there will be any Arab 
meeting on the sidelines of the 
summit,” he told Reuters. 

Arab leaders have failed to 
meet since a summit in Cairo 
immediately after Iraq’s 1990 in- 
vasion of Kuwait. The meeting 
ended bitterly divided, between 
supporters and opponents of 
foreign intervention to liberate 
the oil-rich emirate. 

Many of them abruptly cancel- 
led plans to attend a summit of 
tbe Organisation of the Islamic 
Conference in Dakar last Decem- 
ber when they learned that Sene- 


galese President Abdou Diouf 
was frying to arrange an Arab 
nscoiicdiation. 

Iraq has accused Saudi Arabia 
and Egypt of becoming "pup- 
pets” in the bands of the big 
powers — the United States, Bri- 
tain and France, who are enforc- 
ing a “no-fly” zone in southern- 

Iraq. 

“These big powers are working 
to intensify inter-Arab hostility 
and thereby lolling and chance 
for a dialogue between us 
Arabs,'* an Iraqi delegate said. 

Lraqi President Saddam Hus-- 
sein announced in July he would ■ 
not attend, blaming U.N. sanc- 
tions which ban most flights to - 
Iraq. He sent Vice-President- 
Taha Yassin Ramadan, who. 
promises to reveal the aim of the 
latest “U.S.-led conspiracy and 
aggression." 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi has* not disclosed his. 
reasons for absenting himself but - 
separate U.N. sanctions also bar 
flights to his country. 

Some delegates said leaders . 
tike King Fabd of Saudi Arabia 
stayed away because they felt the . - 
Non-Aligned Movement was no. 
longer relevant in tbe post-cold.', 
war era. 

“Gulf Arab h 'ders are not that ' 
keen on a movement that in- . 
dudes so many poor countries in 
need of financial help,” one dele- 
gate said. 

“They feel the movement has ■ 
failed to resolve the (1980-88) - 
first Gulf war between two im- . 
portant members (Iran and Iraq) 
and has failed again in the second . 
Gulf war,” he said. 1 


The woman said that they were 
lovers for years and that she had 
“fled” to Bangladesh to marry 
Mr. Ahmad. The couple were 
married under Sharia law a week 
later. 

Soon after the Kuwaiti embas- 
sy told Dhaka’s Foreign Ministry 
mat Ms. Anezy’s family wanted 
her immediate extradition be- 
cause Kuwaiti laws did not permit 
marriage with foreigners. 

Tbe embassy said Ms. Anezy’s 
unde and several other relatives 
bad flown to Dhaka to try to fake 
her home. 

The Foreign Ministry referred 
the matter to the Home (Interior) 
Ministry which ordered police to 
pick mi foe couple and “submit 
than before tbe court.” 

Mr. AKnftid’s father, Nur 
Ahmad, said Ms .Anezy refused 
to return to Kuwait or divorce her 
husband. 

“She has been a nice and 
■beautif u l bride. We did not have 
any problem in accepting her in 
our tanning famfly/ r he told re- 
porters. 


Rabbi says 936 Syrian jews 
left after travel rules eased 


DAMASCUS (AP) — About 
1,000 Syrian Jews nave left the 
country since President Hafez Al 
Assad’s government eased travel 
restrictions on its Jewish citizens, 
Syria’s chief rabbi said Monday. 

Applications for passports and 
exit permits, a requirement for 
every Syrian citizen wishing to 
travel abroad, are being proces- 
sed daily. Rabbi Ibrahim Hamra 
fold reporters who visited him in 
the Jewish quarter of Damascus. 

He said 936 Jews, nearly one- 
fourth tiie 4,000-strong commun- 
ity, have left for good since the 
special restrictions were lifted in 
mid-April. • 

“Just a few,” he replied when 
asked if others had left and re- 
turned. He would not give a 
number. 

Officially, all Syrian citizens 
may not emigrate, tike other 
Syrians, Jews also are still banned 


from travelling to Israel. 

To circumvent the first barrier, 
many of those leaving buy round- 
trip plane tickets. 

Rabbi Hamra ruled out the 
suggestion that departing Syrian 
Jews would go to Israel. 

expect to go to BrooLyn Incw 
Y ork) where there is a large 
contingent of Syrian Jews. A few 
others are going to Paris or Lon- 
don," said Rabbi Hamra, who 
also is president of tbe country’s 
Jewish Community Council. 

“Most of tiie Jews left either to 
get married or to seek better 
worlc' opportunities/’ be told 
reporters. “But to live in the 
United States is a difficult prop- 
osal. It’s a totally new life time.” 

Rabbi Hamra said he hoped 
that the U.S.-sponsored Middle 
East peace process would bear 
fruit and settle tbe Arab-Israeli 
conflict. 


Iraqi oil pipeline still needs repairs 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq’s ofl 
pipeline to Turkey, winch the 
United Nations wants Baghdad to 
use for exports to buy humanita- 
rian supplies, can only - operate at 
as little as half its capacity, the 
Middle East Economic Survey 
(MELS) said Monday. 

The respected oil industry 
newsletter, published in Nicosia, 
quoted unidentified industry 
sources as saying the 1,000- 
kflometre twin pipeline’s current 
capacity is between 750,000 and 
one millioa barrels a day. 

Its normal capacity is 1.6 mil- 
Ko n bar rels drily. 

MEES stressed that the exact 
amount of oil which can be 
pumped through tire pipeline will 
not be determined until it has 
-been tested. 

It was not dear how this de- 
velopment could affect U.N. in- 
sistence that Baghdad use the 
pipeline to sell oil worth $1.6 
billion to pay U.N. costs and buy 
humanitarian goods Cor Iraq. 

Notting that part of the pipe- . 
fine runs through territory held 
by Kurdish rebels, Baghdad 
wants to export the ofl through 


the newly repaired offshore Mina 
Al Bakr platform in tiie northern 
Gulf. ' 

Modi of Iraq’s oil market lies 
to the east, and it also would 
prefer to avoid paying hefty tran- 
sit fees to Turkey. 

The Iraqis have rejected tbe 
U.N. offer, saying it violates Iraqi 
sovereignty and because the 
world body wants to allocate one- 
thurd of the oil sale proceeds to 
Kuwait as war reparations. 

There seems little prospect 
right now of any early resumption 
of Iraqi oil exports. 

The sanctions were imposed in 
August 1990 after Iraq invaded 
Kuwait 

Iraq’s ofl exports of 2.5 million 
barrels a day were baited. Turkey 
dosed down the pipeline, winch 
runs to the Mediterranean ter-' 
urinal at Ym nur t a fik. 

MEES noted: “It has now be- 
come dear that much work and 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Amman 2t per can, Aqaba 33 per 
<CC ! Ail. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 


AMMAN: 



638591 


...... 7TQS6D 

Dr. NidaHssa 


Fbrdowi pharmacy 

637055 



Al Satan pharmacy 

Yaconb pharmacy 

....636730 

— 644945 
637660 

SKID: 

Dr. Mohammad Taanl 

... rZKRZsi 

ZAKQAx 

Dr. Abdfe Karim Kharitathncfa .. (— ) 
Khafifch pharmacy 985417 


Food Control Centre 637111 

Chffl Defence Department ...». 661111 
CM! Defence Immediate 

Rescue. 630341 

Ovfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police — Iw, 6211 It, 637777 

fire Brigade. .891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Mice 896390 

PnhfcSearity D epar t me nt 630321 

Hold Cc iphrinta 605800 

PA* Cwnptafaitt ... 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Mtmiripatay 

Comptamt* 7871 11 

TdttKHG Information 

‘ (efireaory osritmmcc) , 121 

Overseas £aflj 010290 

Centre! Ataman Telephone 

Ref*®* .623101 

Abdai Telephone Repairs .....661101 

Jordan Tcksviskm — 773111 

Radio Jordan ... 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Elcctiidly Authority -.815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

NHcfrlafarnretfoa 08-33200 


OoceaAfia lad. Airport 08-S3200 

• HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 

Hmein Modal Centre ... 
Kha&di Matcroiiy, J. Amn 
AHkb Maternity, J^Aam. 
Jabri Amman Maternity... 


Univcafty Hospital 
Al-Monoer Haspit: 


Tho binotic, AbdaS ...... 

Al-Ahfi, Abdafi 

Italian, Al-Matudrecn ... 
Al-Ba>hir,J. Asbnfiefa 

Army, Marfca 

Oocco Alia Hospital 

Anal Hospital .... 

ZABQA: 

Zarqa Govt, Hospital .._ 
Zarua National Hospital „ 


*81381382 
-. 644281/6 
.. 642441/2 

— 642362 

— 636140 
_ 664171/4 

669131 

1M5845 

— 667227/9 
.666127/37 
.. 664164/6 
.. 777101/3 

775111/26 
.891611/15 
.602240/50 
674155 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

Thb iakn amcm is sappScd by ftoya/ 

Jordmim (RJ) ttOo iittMt Soa duff- 
mmtattbeOut xa AOi lotemSaml 
A*?™ !*- (0S&20M. wbac it 
sbmld Mhmys be verified. 


of pumping fatalities will have to 
be carried out before the ca pa c ity 
of the Irap-Turki&b pipeline is 
restored to its pre-war capacity.” 
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It said the main problem is that - 
the IT-2 pumping station, just 1 
south of Mosul in northern Iraq, 
was virtually destroyed in allied - 
bombing during the 1991 Gulf ■ 
war and has not been repaired. . 

By bypassing IT-2, and using ' 
power from tbe IT-1 station at the 
start of the pipeline near the oil • 
centre of Kirkuk, tiie tine could • 
pump 750,000 barrels a day, ' 
MEES said. It could go as high as * . 
one million barrels daily, MEES 
said, without elaboration. 
Although Turkey has expressed - 
willingness to respond to an Iraqi 
rB *P* es t for spare parts and repair 
crews, Ankara has to abide by the 
sanctions. 

Even without tbe U.N. embar- 
go, the newsletter said, “the re *, 
pair of the IT-2 pump station 
would be a major and lengthy •* 

undertaking.” 

&aq has ofl reserves of 100 - 
bubon barrels, second only to •- 
■Saudi Arabia. Its ofl exports are - 
its economic mainstay. Its oil " 
industry was badly damaged dur- 
ing the war, but it is currently - 
prodnring around 450,000 barrels 
a day for domestic consumption. -■ 
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Heatwave 

continues 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The beat 
waw affecting the country for last 
three days is expected to gradual- 
ly recede by Friday evening, the 
Department of Meteorology said 
Tuesday. ' 

A department official told the 
Jordan. Times that temperatures 
which, soared to 37.5 degrees 
Af Celsius Tuesday will go up to 38 
degrees Wednesday and the heat 
wave will continue through Fri- 
day. • 

He said that due to a high 
depression east of the Black Sea, 
a hot air mass has been created in 
the east, causing very hot winds 
to blow towards die eastern 
Mediterranean region from the 
northern Arabian peninsula,, the 
Gulf and'Iraq, causing a notice- 
able temperatures rise. 

Ensour ends 
visit to Syria 

AMMAN (Petra) — Industry and 
.i, Trade Minister Abdullah Ensour 
Tuesday returned home from 
Damascus at the end of a several 
day visit to Syria during which he 
met with Syrian Prime Minister 
Mahmoud AJ ZuTri and senior 
Syrian officials. 

Dr. Ensour held talks with the 
Syrian Deputy Prime Minister 
.Salim Yasin, Minister of Eco- 
nomy and Trade Mohammad A1 
Imadi and Minster of Industry 
Ahmad Nizam addin, on means of 
enhancing economic cooperation 
between both countries. 


Railway corporation reports losses 


By Efia NasraHah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Aqaba Railway 
Corporation (ARC) has lost an 
estimated amount of JD 1.05 mil- 
lion in the first eight months of 
1992, ARC sources have said. 

An ARC spokesman told the 
Jordan Tunes that “due to the 
restrictions oh Aqaba-bound 
shipping- and outward going ves- 
sels, less and less cargo vessels 
have been docking in Aqaba to 
take away Jordan’s phosphate,” 
which is mainly transported to die 
Red Sea port by the ARC trains. 

The warehouses holding the 
phosphate in Aqaba are “full to 
the Mm and cannot take up more 
phosphate until more vessles ar- 
rive and take away the stored 
quantifies at the port,” said the' 
official. 

Only two trains laden with 
phosphate now make the daily 
trip from the Abyad and Hassa 
phosphate mines in southern Jor- 
dan to the port of Aqaba down 
from 10 before the Gulf crisis 
because there is no room in 
Aqaba to keep the mineral rock,” 
said the official. 

ARC Director General 
Mohammad Kreishan Mid in a 
statement that the corporation’s 
trains transported 1,069,650 ton- 
nes of phosphate in the first 
quarter of 1992, 14 per cent less 
than planned. He said that in fire 
second quarter of 1992, the trains 
transported 804,030 tonnes, 33 
per cent less than planned. 

The Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) also reported 


:■ T ? : - - ■ : " *■ , 



An ARC train is befog loaded with phosphate at A1 Abtd 
Mine in sooth Jordan (fife photo) 


kisses on its sales of the mineral 
in 1991 operations, noting that it 
had exported 43 million tonnes, 
down from 6.4 million in 1989 
and 4.9 million tonnes in 1990. 

The net sales of JPMC in 1991 
reached JD 218.6 million, down 
from JD 232J> nuffion in 1990. 

In its report about the decline 
in sales', file JPMC primarily 
blamed the political and econo-’ 
mic changes in Eastern Europe in 
the past two years which, it said, 
have adversely reflected on Jor- 
dan’s phosphate exports. Jordan 
exported 2032.03 million tonnes 
to Eastern Eerope in 1989, drop- 
ping to 0.67 milli on in 1991, the 
report said. 

The decline in exports also 
brought sales to Western Europe 
down from 440,000 tonnes m 
1989 to 260,000 tonnes in 1991 


and Asian countries from 4.03 
minion tonnes in 1989. to. 3.29 
million tonne» in 1991. 

According to the International 
Fertiliser Association (IFA), the 
intern tion al market for raw phos- 
phate exports will not exceed 37 
million tonnes a year nmfl the 
end of this century, down from 52 
million tonnes during the early 
1960s. 

The ARC official said that 
although part of the phosphate 
from me mines used to be trans- 
ported by trades, the main bur- 
den was and stfll is on the ARC 
trains. He said the corporation 
has not started tr ansp o rtin g phos- 
phate from the main Shidieh 
Mine in southern Jordan this year 
due to lack of facilities to keep 
the minerals at Aqaba ware- 
houses. 


ESCWA remains concerned about EC 
formation, obstacles to regional trade 


* By Laney Salisbury 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — Despite fair trade 
assurances from European Com- 
munity representatives, the Eco- 
nomic and Soria! Commission for 
Western Asia (ESCWA) express- 
ed concern Tuesday about the 
regional impact of a single Euro- 
pean market. 

Delegates at the U.N. orga- 
nisation’s 16tb annual session also 
expressed scepticism over future 
intra-Arab trade accords free 
from tariffs, trade, barriers, and, 
above all, politics, 


practices. Agriculture was one 
focus at the session as the region 
readies to compete with the EC, 
the world’s biggest importer and 
second largest exporter of agri- 
cultural products. 

The Lebanese representative 
expressed fears that with Portu- 
gual, Spain, Greece — and poss- 
ibly Turkey — joining the com- 
munity, Lebanon, winch exports 
20 per cent of its products to 
Europe, may lose the market. 

Spain and Greece produce 
much of the frmts add vegetables 
grown in the. Middle East because 
_ depends! bn poK?"°f similar cfim&te. / 

tics not ecbnoralcs,” *n ESCWA* . -• “° nr ooopemis not only Leba: 
senior econonric-.-saidi- pointings ^JWn but for all members of-tiie 


out recent Gulf labour policies 
that favour Asian labour over 
Arab nationals whose countries 
opposed the Gulf war. 

An ESCWA report Tuesday 
urged member states to trade 


commission. We must face these 
difficulties,” Lebanese ambassa- 
dor Ahmed Ibrahim told the Jor- 
dan Times. 

Mr. Ibrahim stressed regional 
agricultural cooperation to avoid 


with the EC as a regional econo-, quota disputes, such as the one 
jmic bloc to “safeguard their com- 1 T ' J ’** 

'merriai and economic interests 
vis-a-vis that community.” 

The doormen: reebmmended 
that member countries cooperate 
’Ifio reduce their reliance on oil, 
diversify economies to lessen re-' 
gional competition, train workers 
in advanced technology, develop 
standards for industrial exchange 
and unify or exempt custom proc- 
edures for intraregional and worl- 
dwide trade. 

ESCWA countries fear the EC 
will favour community member 
countries in trade, reducing im- 
ports from West Asia. 

“A closer examination of the 
European Community’s policy on 
foreign trade dearly shows it has 
been pursuing a policy ... to limit 
the exporting capacity of the 
countries of Western Asia, even 
within the framework of trade on 
an eqnal basis,” ESCWA Execu- 
tive Secretary Tayseer Abdul Ja- 
ber said in the report on the 
$hpact of a single European mar- 
ket. 

The report condemned the 
commanity's agricultural sub- 
sidies covering 75 per cent of 
production costs as unfair trading 


between Jordan and Lebanon. 

The document accused the EC 
. of seeking to lhJt ESCWA re- 
gional petrochemical products to 
protect similar goods produced 
by the economic bloc. 

Exports to EC countries are 
also threatened by industrial stan- 
dards and specifications estab- 
lished by the community and by 
the possible end of preferential 
treatment of raw materials im- 
ported from the EC by ESCWA 
regional industries. 

British Ambassador Patrick 
Eyera, speaking on behalf of the 
EC, denied the community was 
trying to squeeze out ESCWA 
products. 

Mr. Eyers. whose country 
chairs the rotating presidency of 
the EC, said the community 
agreed in its Mediterranean poli- 
cy at Rome in December 1990 to 
reduce tariffs to zero by January 
1993 to improve access to its 
agricultural markets. He added 
that the community’s assistance 
plan for 1992 to 1996 in the 
Mediterranean countries is about 
three times more than previous 
years. 

“The community is seeking a 


balanced and fair trading rela- 
tionship with die countries of the 
ESCWA region. To do otherwise 
would be self-defeating. Trade 
can only grow in the long term if 
it brings real prosperity to both 
sides,” be told a roomful of dele- 
gates minus Iraq, whose repre- 
sentative was missing in an appa- 
. rent boycott of the speech. 

Mr. Eyers added that harmo- 
nised industrial standards were 
not “an obstacle to trade” but 
“(me of the most important in- 
struments.” ■ . y. m - 

“They : involve ' much’frritial 
* work, • and muefr ad^tatidt?, but 
■ there' can be no doufrt w. the 
.respiting long-term - benefits/” he 
said. 

One ESCWA trade official, 
questioning “bow long” the re- 
gion must wait to witness the 
benefits, urged the EC to help 
countries through investment and 
joint ventures to revamp their 
industries. 

According to the official, trade 
is already dedining She said that 
ESCWA exports to Europe have 
been dropping. In 1985. ESCWA 
exported $20 bfllkm worth of 
.trade, or 26 per cent of total 
exports. In 1990 — the latest 
figures available Tuesday — ex- 
ports valued $21 billion but were 
only 18.5 per cent of ESCWA's- 
total exports. 

Intraregional trade is between 
seven and ten per cent The 
German ambassador to Jordan 
also addressed the session, invit- 
ing regional companies to invest 
in Germany. He added that the 
ESCWA region has great econo- 
mic potential. 

“At present, fins potential is 
stm being channelled into the 
military sector. The negative 
. effect of tenskm and armed con- 
flicts on the state of the economy 
is also evident from fixe drop of 
almost five per cent in the gross 
national product of the re- 
gion...,” Ambassador Heinrich 
Reiners said. 

Another area of concern is the 
livelihood of the community’s 
three milK on Arab immig rants, of 


whom about 1.25 million are 
workers. 

Statistics show that EC em- 
ployment rose by 1.4 per cent in 
1990 and .9 per cent in 1991, 
causing a drop in the unemploy- 
ment rate to 63 per cent. With 
unemployment in the former East 
Germany at 20 per cent and 40 
per cent in Romania, ESCWA 
delegates said Arab workers mil 
face new competitors. 

. “What will become of the 
second generation of these (Arab 
workers; people. We . see tbe 
need -for a unified policy to be 
adopted rtd-T^Iate (Arab f im-'t 
migra tion, to Europe,” said fiie.. 
. Arab labour Qrganistion defe- : 
gate. 

Many delegates agreed that 
some form of regional grouping 
was necessary to compete and in 
the words of one of the Jordanian 
delegate: “to have the negotiat- 
ing power to deal with the greater- 
powers in the world.” 

But that could be difficult with 
the skewed distribution of 
wealth, for instance, 2.1 million 
Kuwaitis share nearly $30 billion, 
while Egypt’s 55 million inhabi- 
tants split less than $35 billion, 
GNP per capita in Kuwait is 
. about $13,680, but in Egypt only 
$650, acooitfing to figures from 
the economic publication World 
Paper. 

“You can’t el imi nate the role 
of politics,” said the ESCWA 
senior economist.' He added 
ESCWA takes the integration of 
a regional market seriously be- 
cause “if s the only way to sur- 
vive.” 


Regent 

receives 

King’s 

well-wishers 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Grown Prince Has- 
san, the Regent, received the 
Jordanian delegation which 
visited King Hussein in Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester to con- 
gratulate bim on hb recovery 
from the surgery. 

The delegation, which was 
beaded by Lower House of 
Parliament Speaker Abdul 
Latif Arabiyat, returned home 
Monday. 

Prince Hassan thanked tbe 
delegation members for their 
initiative. 

Dr. Arabiyat said in a state- 
ment folio wing arrival in Am- 
man that tbe surgery winch the 
King underwent was successful 
and its results were excellent, 
and conveyed to the Jordanian 
people the greetings of King 

Hussein. 

He said doctors at Mayo 
Clinic briefed the delegation 
on the King’s health condition 
and affirmed to them that the 
case was discovered in its very 
early stages. 

The delegation inducted De- 
puty Prime Minister and 
Education Minister Tbouqan 
Al Hindawi, Minister of Aw- 
oaf and Islamic Affairs Izzed- 
<fin Al Khatib Al Tamimi and 
several members of the Upper 
and Lower Houses of Parlia- 
ment. 


.Government to adopt new measures 
to ensure adherence to regulations 

Audit Bureau 
report to be 
carefully 
examined 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
Tuesday instructed government 
ministries and departments to 
carefully examine tbe findings of 
an Audit Bureau report on gov- 
ernment offices’ violations of 
administrative and financial reg- 
ulations. 

Tbe report on government de- 
partments violations and other 
excesses between 1987 and 1989, 
which was approved by Parlia- 
ment on Aug. 16, revealed that 
some departments owe JD 531 
unllion to tbe Finance Ministry. 

Tbe report also said that gov- 
ernment departments had on 
numerous occasions ignored the 
bureau’s advice and criticism for 
their actions. Tbe Audit Bureau 
is charged with controlling finan- 
cial matters in government de- 
partments. 

In order to control “adminis- 
trative and financial matters in 
public offices, all ministries and 
official departments are re- 
quested to heed tbe Audit 
Bureau’s report and the Parlia- 
ment’s decisions on it, and to take 
appropriate measures to address 
legal, administrative and financial 
matters and avoid violations and 
excesses,” said the Prime Minis- 
ter in a circular issued Tuesday. 

Following are the prime minis- 
ter’s instructions 

— Ministries and government 
departments will: 

— Finalise the formation of 
internal control units in one 



Sharif Zeid Bes Shaker 

month; and set up a committee 
chaired by tbe Finance Ministry’s 
secretary general to work out a 
unified programme for the units 
of various departments. The Au- 
dit Bureau should follow up file 
implementation of this order. 

— Tbe Finance Ministry will 
work out a unified and advanced 
system for the purchase of va- 
rious requirements needed by 
government offices and will draw 
up principles and rules for ware- 
houses cm bow to dispense with 
the purchased items. A report on 
this matter should be submitted 
to tbe prime Ministry in two 
months. 

— The Finance Ministry will 
modernise * rules for collecting 
state funds in a manner that 
would best safeguard the state's 
rights and simplify routine work. 
The ministry will also request the 
Ministry of Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and tbe Environment to 
modernise municipalities laws to 
help achieve the same goal. 

— The Finance Ministry will 
work out a unified system for 


public institutions which have a 
degree of administrative and 
financial independence. 

— All government depart- 
ments and public institutions will 
submit to tbe Prime Ministry a 
report about all the debts due to 
them with proposals on ways to 
collect them within two months. 

— A committee to include offi- 
cials from the ministries of public- 
works, bousing, finance and ener- 
gy and mineral resources will 
study tbe best means to ensure 
continued maintenance of gov- 
ernment vehicles and machinery 
and conduct a feasibility study of 
a specialised unit to take charge 
of maintenance work. The com- 
mittee mil report on this in two 
months. 

— All departments will take 
extra care in studying the bids, 
announcing tenders and introduc- 
ing changes to projects so that not 
to cause further financial burdens 
for the Treasury. 

— The- Legislative Council at 
tbe Prime Ministry wiD speed up 
a study on establishing a central 
information system. 

— Government departments 
will be totally committed to finan- 
cial regulations and will closely 
cooperate with the Audit Bureau, 
which will be submitting to the 
prime minister annual reports ab- 
out its dealings with government 
departments. 

— The Audit Bureau wiD sub- 
mit comprehensive study on de- 
veloping its own regulations in a 
manner that ensures improve- 
ment in its performance. The 
Audit Bureau will continue to 
submit annual reports to the 
Lower House of Parliament ab- 
out various violations of adminis- 
trative committee and financial 
regulations. 


Palestinian students 
return to schools amid 
Israeli provocations 


By Odeh Odefa 

Special to Tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A total of 572262 
students and 19430 teachers Mon- 
day attended schools in the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gus Strip, 
..amid 'tight Israeli measures and 
provocations. 

Director of die Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (FLO) 
Education and Higher Education 
Department Jihad JCarshouti 
said the “brutal Israeli measures 
are taken at a time when Israel 
announced that it was withdraw- 
ing its military personnel from 
residential areas. 

Id a statement to die Arabic 
Daily Al Rai and the Jordan 
Times, Mr. Karsh ouli said all 
schools, which were ordered 
dosed by the military Israeli au- 
thorities are still dosed and that 
students are not allowed to attend 
classes, despite the Israeli 
announcement about cancelling 
the closure order. 

Mr. Karshooh called on the 
United Nations to investigate tbe 
difficult conditions Palestinians 
face in tbe occupied Arab terri- 
tories, and to expose the Israeli 
measures against educational in- 
stitutions. 


Hundreds of teachers and stu- 
dents are still detained in the 
Israeli prisons, while others re- 
ceived summary dismissals and 
are not. allowed to work again. 

He pointed put that the 1 Israeli 
authorities -are -Using different' 
methods to forbid students from 
attending schools, moving them 
in great numbers from city cen- 
tres' to village centres. 

Mr. Karsbouli said students 
from Palestinian camps are not 
allowed to attend city schools for 
security reasons. He said that the 
“oppressive Israeli measures in 
tbe occupied t erri t ori es” have re- 
sulted in a drop in the number of 
schools. Tbe drop is caused by 
the closure of schools in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza. 

He said, schools have to work 
on a triple shift basis to cater for 
the great number of students who 
are now forced to study in schools 
that do not have electricity and 
sometimes far from their homes. 

Mr. Karsbouli said 50 students 
or more are jammed in each 
classroom in the West Bank and 
Gaza schools, compared with 27 
students in. the Jewish schools. 
He added that the Israeli author- 
ities ban fire entry and circulation 
of certain textbooks. 


Aviation college lifts 
restrictions on admission 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Civil 
Aviation Authority (CAA) Tues- 
day opened tbe doors of The 
Queen Noor Civil Aviation Tech- 
nical College (QNCATC) for 
school graduation who are not on 
CAA scholarships. 

Until last year, the college 
accepted only students recruited' 
and . given ■ scholarships by ihb" 
CAA on die condition that they - 
work at Jordanian airports as-welP‘ 
as students from other Arab 
states. 

This year tbe college decided to 
accept students with tawjihi cer- 
tificates in the scientific stream 
who do not have CAA scho- 
larships. Applicants, however, 
should have scored no less than 
60 per cent at the Tawjihi exam, and 
their English .language results 
should be no less than 60 per. 
cent, according to CAA director 
General Ahmad Jweiber. 

He said that students at the 
college normally take courses in 


■air traffic control, telecom- 
munications, telecommunications 
engineering and air navigation 
among other subjects. 

The college, which was estab- 
lished in 1971 with the approval 
of the Internationa] Civil Avia- 
tion Organisation (ICAO) “aims 
at turning out trained and qual- 
ified cadres. -to work With fife 
CAA iA ’ Jordan and with other 
■Arab states,” said Mr. Jweiber. 

The college, which first offered 
training to a very limited number 
of students, now accommodates 
150 students, many of them have 
been employed at the Queen Alia 
International Airport, at Amman 
Airport and abroad in Arab 
countries, said Mr. Jweiber. 

He said the college has adopted 
an ambitions plan designed to 
raise file standard of training in 
civil aviation and the programmes 
within the plan have been 
approved by ICAO. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Exhibition of paintings by Adnan Al Hdu at the Royal 
Cuttmd Centre. 

* Art exhibition by Abdul Jabbar Ahmad at the Royal Cuttnral 
Centre. 

•it Exhibition entitled, “Exploring S cience ” at Fatima Al Zahraa 
Comprehensive School for Girls, IrMd. 

☆ Art exhibhloa by Kamd Al Jawhari at Irbid MunicfoaHty fcaS. 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


King receives cables of good wishes 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Tuesday received 
a cable from President Abdo Dioaf of Senegal, congratulating 
. him on the successful surgery he underwent at Mayo dime this 
'month. President Diouf wished King Hussein continued good 
health and happiness. The King also received a similar cable from 
the Mauritanian President Mouawiyah Weld Sidi Ahmad Taye*, 
who wished the King speedy recovery. 

* 

Prince Hsssan meets with new Islamic Justice 

AMMAN (Petra) — His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, 
die Regjent, received at the Royal Court Tuesday Sheikh Nonth 
Salman who was appointed Grief Islamic Justice on Monday. 
Prince Hassan congratulated Sheikh Salman on his new post and 
stressed file need for preserving the mdpendence of tbe Islamic 
judicial system. Sheikh Salman, who holds a doctorate degree in 
Islamic law, was the general mufti of the Jordanian armed forces. 
He soccessds Sheikh Mohammad Meheilan. 

Princess Basina opens art exhibition 

AMMAN (Petra) — Her Royal Highness Princess Basma 
Tuesday opened an art exhibition by Doudi Tabba* Nalrila Hfinti 
Nar fkramullab. Ninety-seven items are displayed in the 
exhibition. Princess Basma toured the exhibition, and voiced Iter 
fall admiration for the artKiic plates on display. The inauguration 
ceremony was attended by a number of Arab and foreign 
diplomats. 


Shahin 
appointed 
president of 
Philadelphia 
University 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Higher 
Council of Ed uc ation Tuesday 
endorsed the recommendation of 
the Board of Trustees of Phi- 
ladelphia University to appoint 
Abdul Rahman Abdul Qader 
Shahin as umveisity president as 
of Sept. 1. Dr. Shahin obtained a* 
doctorate degree in English liter- 
atnre from Houston University in 
1972. 

He joined the teaching staff of 
tbe University of Jordan and in, 
1985. He assumed many universi- 
ty posts, including head of die 
English Language Department 
k and head of die Humanities and 
Soda! Sciences department at the 
Faculty of Higher Studies. 

He also represented the Facul- 
ty of Arts at tbe Univenrity Board 
for three terms. Dr. Shahin was. 
also vice president of Al Najah 
University in Nabhs in 1982. 


’s Drawing Contest . 
First Prize JD 250 

Jordanian artist Sal am Kanaan announces an annual 
drawing contest for children in Jordan aged 8-13. This 
year's subject is an imagine ry concept of the horse(s) 
without referring to reality or any picture. The drawing 
should be in a pencil (B) on an A4 paper without colours. 
Send drawings by mail to: 

Salam Kanaan 
9 Rue des Lions St Paul 
75004 Paris - France 

First prize: JD 250; five other' artisitic prizes from Paris. 
Send paintings before Nov. 11, 1992. 

Results appear April 2, 1993. 
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Choices that are not 


IN THE COURSE of the next few days, Jordanian 
universities will announce the names of students 
accepted on the basis of the results of their Tawjihi 
exams. These universities will also declare the major 
studies of those who have been accepted again on the 
basis of tbeir Tawjihi results. No one can quarrel with 
the first screening of applicants for higher education 
because this is legitimate and necessary. What causes 
concern, however, is the assignment of the major fields 
of university studies to the accepted students solely on 
(he bass of their grades without due reference to their 
aptitudes and interests. One president of a prominent 
Jordanian university estimates that up to 95 per cent of 
Jordanian university students end up not being able to 
choose their careers according to their real Interests 
and aptitudes. This is indeed an academic and 
professional catastrophe with dire consequences for 
the country and its student population. The first 
obvious casualty of this erroneous system is the extent 
of excellence in university education because it is a 
well-known fact that without having real interest in the 
major subject assigned to a student be or she may 
never reach the degree of excellence that one would 
expect from the best of its students. This is farther 
reflected in professional life when the country wOl have 
many professionals of all walks of life who understand- 
ably lack the inner motivation and drive to attain the 
optimum in their non-chosen professions and careers. 

This has been the educational policy of the country 
for as far as one can remember and it is high time that 
it is overhauled and reconsidered in the light of the 
experiences of other nations which have acquired a 
deeper appreciation of university education and learnt 
the hard way that ipotivation, aptitudes and interests, 
are also criteria for selecting one's higher educational 
pursuits and in torn their post-university professions 
or trades. Otherwise, mediocracy win continue to 
characterise higher education in the Kingdom and in 
due course also the practice of professions and careers. 

The greatest seats of learning across the world 
accord aptitudes a certain minimum measure of 
importance in admitting students even to subjects as 
medicine and law. Other fields of study are usually left 
up to the choice of students as long as they meet the 
minimum requirements for admission. The new motto 
of university education in Jordan must give oar 
accepted students a greater say in the selection of their 
mqjor Grids of education. Iretead of 95 per cent of 
choice of professions in Jordan remaining in the hands 
of third parties, be they governmental or private, at 
least 75 per cent of professional choice most be 
assigned to students themselves alone. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


THE IMPOSITION of the no-fly zone over part of Iraq, is a clear 
and open admission that the 1991 aggression on the Iraqi people 
was a total failure, said Al Ra’I Arabic daily Tuesday. The paper 
said had the armada Mr. Bush had prepared for die Gulf war 
achieved its purpose, that he would not be in a critical position 
when facing opponents at home and abroad, said the daily. It said 
that had Mr. Bush come out really victorious from the aggression 
on Iraq, and had his campaign achieved success, he would have 
not needed to deal with the defiance of Saddam Hussein and his 
opponent in the presidential campaign Bill Clinton. It is no heroic 
feat to deprive children of tbeir milk and medicine and it b no use 
lying to the American public about the facts in the Gulf war, said 
the paper. It said that Mr. Bush had foiled to convince the 
American people of his earlier lies and he is turning his attention 
to further acts of aggression on Iraq, hoping that be would, after 
all, persuade the electorate at home of his ability to crush bis 
enemies on both fronts. Aggression on Iraq did not achieve any 
victory for the American president and his allies who massed their 
planes and their troops aim war machines to crush die people of a 
Third World country m January 1991, added the daily. For his 
new act of aggression on Iraq, Mr. Bush b claiming drat he was 
rallying to support the Shiites of southern Iraq, but the Shiites 
have declared their allegiance to the Iraqi leadership and 
condemned the American threats of aggression, the paper said. 
The paper said that the whole world has now come to realise that 
Mr. Bush's earlier claims of victory were a big lie. 


A COLUMNIST in Al Rs'l daily called on die government- 
controlled universities in Jordan to open the door to the largest 
number of school graduates to enable them to acquire university 
education. Fakhri Kawar said that despite the repeated calls by 
the media for more opportunities to be given to the students to get 
higher education, nothing positive has materialised. Indeed, this 
year the government universities announced they will accept 
9,835 students, nearly 2,000 less than the last academic year, the 
writer noted. The government universities have been resorting to 
excuse claiming that by accepting fixed numbers they are 
safeguarding the good quality of education or chiming that they 
lads the facilities and the qualified teachers for more numbers, he 
said. The writer said that education is a right for all and in 
neighbouring Arab countries universities accept the largest 
number of high-school student graduates, offering them the 
chance to learn at far less costs than in Jordan where the 
universities charge exorbitant fees. Universities of neighbouring 
Arab countries turn out a great number of highly education 
graduates, despite the great number they accept each year, and 
therefore there is no justification for Jordanian universities not to 
follow suit, the writer pointed out. Since the average to succeed 
for a Tawjihi students is 50 per cent, why should universities fix 
their acceptance of students by demanding a 65 percent average, 
the writer asked. 


By Dr. Abdafla Malki 


Economic Forum 


A boom in the West Bank 


AFTER having spent a month in the West Bank, the main 
economic finding 1 wish to report is that there is some sort of an 
economic expansion going on there; you may even call it a boom. 


When I made this remark in the presence of some businessmen 
there, they commented that if there was one. it started only one or 
two months ago. However, the existence, not the age, of the 
economic upturn is die issue. 


'The symptoms of the economic expansion are unmistakable 
even though they may not be statistically provable. One of them is 
especially significant. It is the price level. Prices are high, actually 
very high compared to those prevailing in the East Bank. High 
prices usually deter demand except during an expansion. A very 
active baying spree could be noticed in all walks of economic 
activity in the West Bank. The spending spree is quite noticeable 
in die field of consumption but capital expenditure could also be 
safely assumed to be on die rise, building on the talk about 
expanding present businesses and starting or planning new 
enterprises, which could be heard commonly in the town. Now, 
•what are the factors that have contributed to this unexpected 
economic shift? 

I estimated that not less than $200 million were injected in the 


market of the West Bank this summer. A great number of 
viators, entirely unprecedented during the last five years, poured 
into the occupied territories not only across the “open" bridges 
but iiiy? via Lidda airport. The instant spending of these visitors 
contributed to change in the economic, la n dscape. Let us 
remember that, in demographic terms, the West Bank is no more 
than a city or even a suburb of a city. A spending of $l00-$200 
million is capable of changing things. 


Eleven months ago (Sept. 25, 1991), we predicted in this 
column that the Jordanian economy would be witnessing a long 
stow economic recovery similar to what is going on nowadays. 
The core reason for that prediction was the construction boom 
which could pull the economy forward, so much on the lines 
portrayed in Nurkse's model of unbalanced economic grow th. 
Now, some of the. economic heat of the East Bank's recovery 
undoubtedly has been spilling over into the occupied territories. 


very slight recent relaxation in the policy of issuing building 
permits there is contributing to the construction boom underway. 

All these factors have been aided by an improvement in the 
economic outlook brought about by the onset of peace negotia- 
tions and the concomitant political prospects. One can say tnat 
the Intifada is “pausing” now. not in anticipation of concrete 
“positive" developments as much as in wait for an erther-way 
dearout in die political .horizon. This has prwided la breathing 
space for businessmen and economic community, which was. tor 
thTfost time since 1988. conducive to conducting normal 
economic activity. It is true that the whole new atmosphere is 
tactical and thereby tentative in nature, but it is working in 
economic terms. 


Pra cticall y, part of the returnees, from Kuwait and Gulf states 
ended op in the oocupied territories. Similar to what happened in 
the East Bank, their arrival ignited also a small construction and 
prop e rty boom in the West Bank, as evidenced by die substantial 
rise in bousing rents and the prices of building land. Probably, a 


However, the devastating impediment to economic activity in 
the occupied territories remains the phenomenally prohibitive 
high taxes which are really the staying nightmare of the business 
community. No factor is effective in stimulating the economy of 
the occupied territories more than, or as ranch as, a rational tax 
system, that is much lower tax rates, rhe continuation of the 
present tax polity will nip in the bud any economic recovery 
there. 


American voter concerned 


about Mideast peace’ 


By Rosalind Mandfaae 


WASHINGTON — The Middle 
East peace process is a critical 
concern for many American vo- 
ters, according to James Zogby, 
executive director of the Arab 
American Institute. 

While domestic issues, such as 
the economy, are of primary im- 
portance to most voters, wide- 
spread public support for the 
peace process has evolved into 
greater attention to the Middle 
East and its concerns, Mr. Zogby 
noted in a Woridnet television 
“dialogue" programme Aug. 26 
with Algiers, Amman, Cairo and 
Damascus. 


“The Middle East is a critical 
question” for Americans, Mr. 
Zogby said. Polling riwta indicates 
that Americans “arc very suppor- 
tive of the Middle East peace 
process,” he panted out. 

Because American “want this 
process to work,” candidates are 
paying more attention to present- 
ing an “even-handed" approach 
to Middle East issues, be said. 

The Arab American commun- 
ity has played a central role in 
building this support and increas- 
ing awareness, Mr. Zogby said. 

“We will not give up in trying to 
make die Middle East a critical 
issue," he said. 

Arab- A m eric an organisations 
have met with the Bush adminis- 
tration regularly regarding the 
peace process and have played a 
part in shaping the policies on the 
Middle East for both the Repub- 
lican and Democratic parties, he 
said. 

The Arab world can and should 
play a part in fostering rop po rl 
for the peace process and increas- 
ing awareness in the United 
States, Mr. Zogby stressed to bis 
questioners. 


The Arab World should get 
involved in “letting Americans 
know that the fate and future of 
die Middle East is a critical con- 
cern that Americans need to be 
aware of," Mr. Zogby said. The 
AAI has advised the Arab de- 
legations to the peace process to 
travel throughout the United 
States to “build support" for the 
Arab position, he said. 

The question now is “how 
effective will we be in raising this 
issue up in the collection of 
issues" foe voters are faced with 
in this election year, be said. 

Mr. Zogby conceded that the 
policies on the Middle East will 
most likely not make or break 
either of the presidential candi- 
dates, President George Bush 
and Governor Bill Clinton. 

While the issue of peace in the 
Middle East has dearly advanced 
in the voters’ roster of concerns, 
Mr. Zogfry said, the economy is 
“the big issue" in this election. In 
addition, questions of world lead- 
ership, trust and “family values”, 
have been prominent in this cam- 
paign, he noted. 

U.S. commitment to the peace 
p rocess will not waiver whether 
Mr. Bush or Mr. Clinton wins in 


November, Mr. Zogby said. If 
’Mr. Clinton were to win the 
election “you will not see a Mid- 
dle East polity that will be very 
different from current polity.” 

While some aspects of the 
Democratic Party platform are a 
matter of some concern among 
Arab Americu voters, Mr. Zog- 
by said Qinton is “aware of the 
critical role" the Arab World 
plays in the peace process. “Re- 
gardless of the rhetoric of the 
campaign,” Mr. Zogby said the 
Democrats “are not going to pur- 
sue a one-sided polity." 

Mr. Zogby noted that Gov- 
ernor Clinton has not yet met 
with Arab American leaders and. 
the Democratic Party does not 
have a formal structure for its 
Arab American c on stit u ents. 

The Republican Party created 
an Arab American Co mmi tt e e in 
1984, be said. Arab Americans, 
such as George Salem, former 
solicitor general, m’fhe Labour 
Department intfae Reaganadmi- 
Mitch Daniels, an 
advisor to the Bush-Quayle com- 
mittee, are “very influential in 
the Republican Party," Mr. Zog- 
by said. 

Arab Americans “do not have 


the same recognition on the 
Democratic side," he said. 
“What we want is for Bill Clinton 
to meet with Arab American 
leaders on a national level." 

While Arab Americans “have 
not succeeded in having a formal 
meeting with Clinton, this does 
not mean we don’t have a pre- 
sence in the Democratic Party," 
Mr. Zogby underscored. 

Mr. Zogby stressed, however, 
that the Arab American com- 
munity is certainly “respected by 
the Democratic leadership." 



Arab Americans sponsored a ma- 
jor event at the Democratic con- 
vention in New York City last 
month, at which presidential 
candidate Governor Jerry 
Brown, and dvfl rights leader 
Jesse Jackson spoke. Mr. Zogby 
noted. 

. In addition, Mr. Zogby pointed 
out that- the three Arab Amer- 
ican^. in the U.S. Congress — 
Representatives .Mary Rose 
Oal^r and Nick Joe Rahall and 
Senator -George Mitchell,- the 
majority leader — are all Demo- 
crats. Arab Americans have been 
“active in positing our case” with- 
in the Democratic Party and have 
contributed to an “active debate" 
on these issues within die party, 
Mr. Zogby said. 

Commenting on the factors 
contributing to the political 
strength of the Jewish American 
community, Mr. Zogby said the 
Jewish community has been in 
the United States for a longer 
period of time and is twice as 
large as the Arab American com- 
munity. In addition, the tragedy 
of the Holocaust “galvanised that 
community, and gave it a sense of 
commitment to survival," he 
said, community" — USLA. 


In the corner Bush is 


raring for a fight 


By Richard Ben Cramer 


HOUSTON — George Bush has 
got ’em right where he wants ’em. 
His plane is on fire, he's utiles 
from the taiget, he’s hurtling 
down with a tonne of bombs 
strapped underneath ... and 
there’s no one in the air or on the 


ground who thinks he can get out 
of this one. Perfect! This is Mr. 


Bush at his most dangerous, as 
Saddam Hussein and Bill Gfiuton 
may find out, at their peril. 

At the Republican convention 
in Houston, all the talk from 

thoso-in -the- know is about de- 
sperate political measures. Can 
James Baker, on his way bade to 
the bridge, make the White 
House and campaign churn the 
water together? Can Ronald 
Reagan keep the ships on the 
right flank from deserting the 
battle? Can the United Nations’ 
inspectors or the U.S. Air Force 
push Saddam to a blunder that 
could give the president — this' 
week! just in time! — a 20-point 
bump out of his convention, as 
Mr. Clinton got a month ago? 

People say Mr. Bush needs the 
speech of his life to cut through 
tiie hopeless confusion of his 
administration, to make up for 
his own addled lack of vision, to 
“define himself* anew. He needs 
a rabbit from a hat, a mucale — 
at least a g enius speech writer. 
Baloney. They miss the point. 
There's only one fight the Repub- 
lican Party and the Busbies have 
to win this week and that’s the 
fight within the president's 
breast. 

Four years ago, the pundits and 


pollsters were all ready to write 
George Bush off. After all, the 
man was a whnp! He was 17 
points down to Michael Dukakis. 
Hie had no positions of his own, 
no plan. The Bush campaign was 
about nothing. In Boston. Mr. 
Dukakis’s brainy young savants 
were choosing up offices in the' 
West Wing of the White House. 

Then they froze as George 
Bush began to take tbeir hero 
apart. In three weeks, the gov- 
ernor’s lead was gone, but more 
important, so was the wimp. We 
know what happened — be wot 
40 st a t e s. 

But what did it take? Mr. Bush 
never did define hhnsetf or pre- 
sent a plan for America. But he 
took one took at Mr. Dukakis 
and defined him as he appeared 
through the Bosh-eyes. 


Who was this little guy? Mr. 

hilretnc L w . 


tbe 


Dukakis didn't know "bow 

world really worked. He was just 
another Jimmy Carter, a tech- 
nocratic tinkerer, who could no 
more be trusted with America's 
fate in a hostile world than could 
any other liberal Harvard woolly- 
head — a do-good tittle governor 
from a little state who was going 
to give away the store! 

Where’d he ever been? What 
gave him the right to tear every, 
thing down, to pick on those good 
Republicans who had laboured so 
hard to build up this country? 
The guy was a little bully. 

So then, Mr. Bush, so immacu- 
lately polite, could come at 
Michael (and Kitty) Dukakis with 
a broken bottle in each fist. He 


could run against crimmal-cod- 
dtin’ and for tbe Pledge of Alle- 
giance. He could do whatever it 
took because it wasn’t about no- 
thing anymore. He had one con- 
viction, honestly held: Mr. Duka- 
kis should not be president 

When Saddam Hussein in- 
vaded Kuwait, there was no one 
who would piwiict that the Un- 
ited States would go to war. It 
was too dangerous. It was politi- 
cally impossible. The United 
States did not have tbe allies in 
the United Nations, the assets in 
tbe region or the will in Congress. 

But you had to see Saddam 
Hussein through the Bush-eyes. 
Here was a tinhorn, never berm 
anywhere, had no sense of how to* 
behave. Jeez. Mr. Bush and Mr. 
Baker had been bending over 
backwards trying to bring him 
into the code, make him a friend! 
And what does be do? He spurns 
Mr. Bosh, beats up on a neigh- 
bour. 

. (Those pictures on TV!) He 
showed no respect for women, 
children — the guy was just a 
bully. 

So Mr. Bush shredded every 
option but a war against Iraq. He 
said that Saddam Hussein was no 
different from Hitler — and be 
meant it. He marched in to a 
morning meeting at the White 
House and anrounced to hisstar- 
tied staff: “I don't care if I get 
one vote in Congress. We're 
gping in.” 

Now, you can see the old bom- 
ber pilot st rappin g on bis plot- 
map and revving himself up. He’s 


“side and tired," he says, of “all 
this abuse" from the Democrats. 
“I've held out my hand to those 
crazy guys” in Congress, be said 
on Monday. “And I’ve gotten it 
bitten off. I’ve been blamed for 
everything except that crazy scor- 
ing system they used in the Olym- 
pic boxing!" 

Saddam Hussein is going to 
comply with those resolutions — 
all of them! Mr. Qinton had 
better stop “running down this 
country!" 

Mri Bush is tbe warrior WASP 
and be has backed himself into 
tin comer where be fights best. 
He has got himself convinced that 
be has been hit unfairly, too 
many times. Any Andover man 
knows bow to take care of a 
baity. 

When I asked Mr. Bush’s men 
about tiie vicious *88 campaign, 
Lee Atwater, tbe campaign man- 
ager — now deceased, alas — 
explained it in electoral terms. 
They had to.ptie up the negatives 
on Michael Dukakis’s head- to 
bring him down in tbepofls. 

But Roger Aiks, the media 
man, who I think understood Mr. 
Bush much better, explained that 
the attack campaign was more 
important to Mr. Bush personal- 
ly. You have to give mis guy a 
sense of msston, Mr. Aiks said. 
And once Mr. Bush narrows his 
focus to a personal opponent, 

once be has mat sense of personal 


mission, and p er so na l combat, 
then, as Mr. Ailes said, “The 
only way to stop Bush is to kill 
him” — The New York Times. 


An alliance 


forged in fear 


To tbe Shiites the U.S. was the 
Great Satan — but that was 
before Saddam Hussein. David 
Hirst of the Guardian newspaper 
writes on tbe enemies who are 
now uneasy comrades 


IT IS a strange alliance, that 
between the United States and 
Ayatollah Bakr Hakim and other 
such Tehran-based fundamental- 
ist Iraqi Shiite leaders. 

For until August 1990, and the 
American-led campaign to drive 
President Saddam Hussein out of 
Kuwait, • such leaders paid lip 
service to the rhetoric of 
Kho meini and his Islamic Re- 
volution. For. them, too, the U.S. 
was the Great Satan. And, con- 
versely, foe U.S. would not touch 
their likes with a bargepole. 
Throughout the Iran-Iraq war tbe 
U-S. .had backed .Saddam Hus- 
sein as an instrument to contain 
Khomeurism and the dire threat it 
seemed to pose to the oil-rich 
monarchies of the Gulf. In die 
immediate aftermath of Desert 
Storm, it was tbe Khomeinist 
peril, as the U.S. perceived it. 
Winch more than anything led to 
the eventual failure of the great 
popular uprising, the Shii te one 
m the south and die Kurdish in 
tbe north, which had come so 
dose to toppling the Iraqi despot. 

It was actually in the south that 
those twin rebellions started, and 
they did so partly because foe 
Shiites believed they had Western 
backing. But suddenly there 
came foe “great betrayal." Presi- 
dent Bush made it dear he would 
not use ground troops in support 
of the rebels; nor would he even 
use his aircraft to shoot down 
Iraqi fighters or helicopters on 
sorties against them. He made his 
volte face largely in deference to 
regional allies which feared Iran 
would exploit the Shiite rebeDioa 
to export its revolution to south 
Iraq and that this would pose an 
even greater threat to the whole 
region than a now-chastened Sad- 
dam Hussein 

It is an afl-the-stranger alliance 
in that some of those staunchly 
-Western Arab states, like 
which participated in the 
war coalition, have the 
deepest misgivings about this new 
Western venture. They fear the 
newly-imposed “to fly zone" will 
lead to Iraq’s partition into three 
segments — foe Kurdish north, 
the Sunni centre and foe Shiite 
south — and that this would be a 
most dangerous precedent for the 
Middle East as a whole. 

It is of course very far from 
being a formal alliance, 
ly tbe U.S. still wants 
to do with the Iranian- 
Simtes. In Hs recent deal- 
ings with other Iraqi opposition 
groups, it reportedly ruled out 
any association with such orga- 
nisations as Al Dawa, which, as 
part of tiie Simte “terrorist inter- 
national”, has been im plicate d in 
foe blowing up of Western 
embassies from Kuwait to Beirut. 

Bat whatever the U.S. may say 
there is now an unmistakable 
convergence of aims and foe 
Shfites, who have always resented 
what they see as Western 
favouritism of tiie Kurds, cannot 
but welcome the “no-fly zone," 
however gradgmgly. In fact 
Ayatollah Hakim himself has 
already done so, if only, out of 
deference to Tehran, in aflnsive 
fashion. 

Yet tire very incongruity of tins 
convergence merely hi ghlight * 
what this new Weston venture 
ste ely is : the latest in a long line 
of foondenag?, policy reversals, 
acts of political and, m this case, 
blatant electoral o pp ortunism. At 
least ft » hardy snpxismg that foe 
Arab World sees it that way; 
hardly suprisiog, either, if foe 
chief beneficiaries of this impro- 
visation, tiie Irani Shiites them- 
selves, wonder whether they win 
not, once again, become its chief 
victims. 

If the aim really is to bring 



Saddam Hussein down — though 
even that is not entirely sure 
given the vacillations of the past 

— will it work? Even among the 
Iraqi opposition, there seem to be 
two contrary schools of thought. 

One, the optimistic one, argues 
that the “no fly zone" will add yet __ 
another burden to Saddam Hus- 
sein’s already over-burdened reg- 
ime, and that, at some point, he 
and his whole system is bound to ■ 
crack under these relentlessly 'm-i? 
creasing strains. 

It is axiomatic among the 
Kurds of foe north that even foe 
loyalist Republican Guards have 
very little stomach for counter- 
insurgency. That is one reason 
why, last year, Saddam Hussein 
pulled his army back behind a 
heavily-defended fixed line; it 
made it easier to control bis own 
men. He cannot do the same in 
the south. To acquiesce in the 
formation of a de facto “liber- 
ated” zone there, like the Kur- 
dish one in tbe north, would be 
an act of; pure desperation. 

For tiie south is geographically 
and strategically more important 
and its population much more 
in ter min gled; and the emergence, 
now, of a second such zone would 
be terrfbly demoralising. 

So even if — as Baghdad has 
more or less dearly intimated — 
tiie airforce does not challenge 
foe Western over-flights, just as it 
has not been doing so in tbe 
Kurdish north, Saddam Hussein 
will presumably do all in his 
power to retain control on foe 
ground. And for an already de-^ 
moralised army, the psychologic- v 
al impact could be dispropora- 
tiontely important. 

Furthermore, foe optimists go 
on, there is good ground for 
believing that the mood of the 
routhemers would communicate * 
itself to tbe centre, where at least 
half the Shiite population live. 

“We are relying on the people," 
said an exile. ’‘When they feel 
safe from Sgddam Hussein’s army 
and airforce” in foe south, “the 
climate can be prepared for a 
change in Baghdad. With the 
“barrier of fear” broken down, 
people could come out into the 
streets which this tun e could trig- 
ger a military rebellion too. 

In the opposite camp, the pes- 
simist school argues — at worst 

— that, far from weakening, let J 
alone toppling, Saddam Hussein, & > 
foe “to fly zone," (perhaps lead- ~ 
ing on to a “safe haven’ 1 ) could 
actually consolidate him, albeit, 
perhaps, in a much reduced form. 

Just as a “liberated" Kurdistan 
would probably never have come 
into being had not Saddam Hus- 
sein survived those calamities 
which his own policies brought 
upon his country and people, so 
this latest Western venture would 
not have come to pass either. 

And just as the Kurdish “safe 
haven ’ is surreptitiously crystall- 
ing into something more, gra- 

a acquiring, both institu- 
and psychologically, the 
attributes to statehood, who 
knows where this new venture * 
will end — should Saddam Hus- v ' 
son* yet again, survive the new* 
on his regime? ■ 

In responreto Arab fears, foe 
U.S. ana Britain nwastf that parti- 
tion is the last tiling on ti ^fr 
nrinds. But ft is one thing for 
outside powers which have oeen 
so inept at foreseeing tbe con- 
sequences of their earlier action 
to sty that, a very different thing 
to persuade others to believe it 
Saddam Hnssein win now at 
feast have the opportunity to pre- 
sent himself as the defender of 
Iraq’s territorial integrity. But if 
that does not work, and he is 
faced to withdraw from much of 
tire south like he has draw from 
foe north, he .can still — foe 
pes&nrists argue — continue ' 

bold power in the centre. For he 
would be ready to see the whole A 

country dismembered and des- . ^ 

froyed if that is tbe price of his 
own survival. , 
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.. Hopes fade for quick accord 
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' (C oBthic d from page 1) 

It doesn’t have 'to be on- either 
one's terms of reference or- 
grounds.. We can find common 
grounds, I think." 

Israel’s top negotiator agreed. 
“Unfortunately we are a tittle bit 
frustrated,” said Elyakim Rubin- 
stein. But, he added, “we are 
sore that ways can be found to 
deal with this.” 

Both sides now appear ready to 
accept that negotiations can best 
be conducted m small groups of 
experts — with each claiming the 
idea as its own. 

But Palestinian negotiators 
want to focus attention bn Israel’s 
human rights abuses against 
Pales tinian s in the occupied terri- 
tories. Israel, on the other hand, 
wants discussions to foens on 
arrangements for a Palestinian 
self-governing authority. 

Human rights, argued spokes- 
man Yossi Gal, is a “symptom” 
of the '.Palestinians* plight and 
would be addressed if the Palesti- 
nians gain control over their daily 
lives. 

_ Although Israel is not willing to 
give the Palestinians all they 


territories, news reports said. 

* Mr. Rabin made the remarks 
to I tab an Foreign Minister Emilio 
Colombo, during a meeting Mon- 
day, twolsraefi dailies said. 

Such a move would mean that 
die negotiators that Israel has 
been dealing with would probably 
form the core of leadership 
among the Palestinians, without 
being challenged in elections. 

“Israel does not intend to force 
the Palestinians to bold elections, 
and if the efforts to hold elections 
ran into diflradties, Israel will 
propose discussing an autonomy 
council manned without elec- 
tions,” Mr. Rabin was quoted by 
the daily Davar as saying. 

Mr. Rabin's spokesman. Gad 
Ben Ari, said the premier had 
been speaking hypothetically “to 
make the point that Israd is 
determined to do everything 
possible to advance with the 
formation of self-government." 

Mr. Ben Ari said that what Mr. 
Rabin actnaDy .said was that “if 
the Palestinians would have a big 
problem in the end with elec- 
tions, Israel would tend to opt to 
continue with the autonomy 
(talks) ” 

„ The socialist daily A1 Hamish- 
want, he added, its proposals are mar said Mr. Rabin explained to 
“a significant change” from what Colombo that Israel felt Palesti- 
under Israel's mans were somewhat concerned 
. about the idea of elections after 
threats were made to those con- 
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they have noiw 

military rule. 

“We feel that the time for 
generalities should be brought to 
a (dose and that we should get 
down to the nitty gritty of nego- 
tiations,” he told reporters. 

But tiie Palestinians are trying 
to broaden the negotiations now 
to fodude more than just interim 
setf-govemment 
Israeli Prime Munster Yitzhak 
Rabin will not insist that Palesti- 
nians hold elections for a self- 
governing council in the occupied 


sklering running for the council. 

Israel said it freed 138 more 
Palestinian prisoners Tuesday as 
a goodwill gesture coinciding with 
the peace talks in Washington. 

Hie army said 195 prisoners 
were released Monday of a total 
600 to be let out this week. 

The government said last week 
it would carry out several “good- 
will” gestures to coincide with the 
sixth round of peace talks. 


NAM opens s ummi t conference 

(Continued from page 1) 

But Mr.- Suharto also wanted 
demon against attempts to tmk 
aid with human ri ghts 


Despite attempts to give the 
summit an. economic focus, pre- 
summit meetings of foreign 
ministers have focused almost en- 
tirely on political issues. 

Contentions issues such- as 
Yugoslavia and U.S. actions in 
Iraq refused to stay sidelined. 


Malaysia and Iran, resisting 
earlier moves to shelve. the 
Yugoslav issue at the summit, 
lashed out at Serbian attacks on 
Muslims in Bosnia-Hexzegovina. 

Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjam e xpres s ed 
reservations on the move to post- 
pone a decision on Yugoslavia's 
membership of the movement un- 
til the United Nations meets later 
this month. 


Lebanese rightists boost challenge 

(Contained from page 1) 


But the sources were doubtful 
that die present parliament would 

be able to challenge Syria’s back- 
ing of the polls. 

The Christians, who lost their 
privileges in a 1989 peace pact 
and shared power equally with 
the Muslims, say electiom should 
take place after some 40,000 Sy- 
rian troops, now deployed across 
two-thuds of Lebanon, move to 
the eastern Bekaa Valley. 

They also say it is essential that 
hundreds of thousands of dis- 
placed Christians return to their 
villages in Muslim-held areas. 

Sunday's results showed that 


Sunni Muslim Prime Minister 
Rashid A1 Solh .narrowly escaped 
defeat by a margin of a few 
hundred votes. Christian Justice. 
Minister Nasri At Maalouf and 
Sunni Education Minister Zala 
Mazboudj lost. 

Hie highest number of votes 
went to former Prime Minister 
Salim A1 Hoss in Beirut and 
Druze State Minister Walk! Junb- 
latt in the Cbouf mountains.. 

Political sources said the pbUs 
reflected public discontent with 
Mr. Solh’s government which has 
failed to prop up the collapsing 
currency or restore faith in the 
deteriorating economy. 


Israel says progress .made with Syria 


(CoM Unn ed from page 1) 
official said bn Monday that 
growing inter-communal tendons 
in Lebanon could have an impact 
on the peace talks in Washington. 

“If mere is an effort to beat 
things up, it will be harder to 
insulate these talks from those 
events,” said the official, who 
spoke to Reuters on condition of 
anonymity. 

The election upheaval has 
already affected Lebanese-Israeli 
peace talks, which last week 


made no progress while Israel's - 
talks with its other Arab partners 
moved ahead. 

The U.S. official said Lebanon 
needed to start addressing Israel's 
“security” interests more serious- 
ly- 

“They are so focused internally 
they are not coming in with very 
much,” he said. 


Libya crisis 

( C o ntai ne d from page 1) 

monarchy and brought him to 
power. 

Col. Qadhafi urged his people 
to ignore the United Nations and 
negotiate directly with the West, 
particularly the United* States. 
Col. Qadhafi said the U.N. was 


transformed into a “kitchen for 
the West.” 

Referring to the recent visit of 
U.N. envoy Vladimir Petrovsky's 
recent wit to Libya, Col. Qadba- 
fi said the U.N. should work as “a 
broker between nations and not 
only serve as a courier.” 

Col. Qadhafi praised the admi- 
nistration of U.S. President 
George Bush, pointing out that 


the United States' have many 
friends in the Arab countries. 

Libya should make use of this 
friendship. Col. Qadhafi said, 
apparently referring to Egyptian 
Presiden t Ho sni Mubarak who 
has beeflerating diplomatic efforts 
to prevent the crisis from escalat- 
ing. 

Col. Qadhafi also expressed 
support for Mr. Bush’s Republi- 


can party claiming the U.S. 
Democratic Party is a “big sup- 
porter of the Jews." 

The Libyan leader praised 
some Arab leaders for their 
efforts to defuse Libya’s crisis 
with the West but said that “Arab 
countries in fact are not indepen- 
dent and can not do anything 
because they are under American 
pressure.” 
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Shbeilat 


(Continued from page 1) 

silence him.” She referred to his 
strong role in bringing “connip- 
tion” cases against former offi- 
cials in the Lower House, where 
he heads the investigative com- 
mittee. 

Mrs. Shbeilat questioned why 
his detention came soon after her 
husband took a prominent role in 
bringing a corruption case to the 
Lower House involving former 
government officials, including 
former Prime Minister Za(d 
Rifai. “They knew be was work- 
ing on four or five other similar 
cases," she said. 

Mr. Baler, however, said he 
doubted that political motives 
were behind his client’s deten- 
tion. 

He added that Mr. Shbeilat, 
who is being held at Swaqa pris- 
on, had not yet made a statement 
to the prosecution and had not 
yet bad a private discussion with 
him on the case. Mr. Baler said be 
.visited the deputy at the prison 
Tuesday morning and requested 
that tiie deputy “does not make a 
statement unless I am present-” 

The order for Mr. Shbeilat’ s 
- detention would have him held in 
.'custody for 15 days for qnestion- 
. ing as part of an investigation 
regarding the “Nafeer* organis- 
tion, according to security 
.sources. During that time, he is 
not permitted to contact anyone 
except his lawyer. 

^ The Muslim Brotherhood, with 
which Mr. Shbeilat was at odds 
• sometimes over political issues, 
. was cautious in its reaction to Mr. 

. Shbeilat’s detention, but called 
_ for bis release on. bail. The bloc’s 
'spokesman in Parliament, Ibra- 
turn Buriat* told the Jordan 
Times that tire Brotherhood ob- 
jected ra “the method used to 
question him." 

“He can be interrogated with- 
out being detained,” Mr. 
Khreisat said. “As a representa- 
tive of the people, he must be 
treated with more respect, and 
the investigation should be done 
by the civil courts, not by the 
State Security Court. ’’ He added 
that the measure for Mr. 
Shbeilat’s detention contradicted 
“accepted mannerism in an era of 
freedom and democracy.” 

The Brotherhood spokesman, 
however, was cautious when be 
voiced his organisation’s position 
“against endorsing any party 
trying to destabilise the security 
of tiie Kingdom." He refused to 
comment on whether he sus- 
pected political motives behind 
Mr. Shbeilat’s detention, and said 
he preferred to wait and see what 
the investigations reveal. 

. Meanwhile, plans to rally sup- 
port for the release of Mr. 
Shbeilat were called off Tuesday 
after his associates were told (by 
unnamed sources) that there was 
reason to be optimistic about his 
possible release soon. There was 
talk early Tuesday about oiganis- 
a protest at the Parliament 
I ding on Thursday. 

Mrs. Shbeilat, on the other 
hand, challenged her husband’s 
supporters to stand by him. Mr. 
Shbeilat won a seat in Parliament 
in November 1989 after receiving 
the highest number of votes in the 
Third District. He had been a 
member of P&rfiament since 1964 
when he won a seat in by- 
elections for the same district. 


Iraqi rebels want to fill ‘vacuum’ 


(Continued from page 1) 
allegiance to President Saddam. 

Nuclear weapons experts went 
to work under tightened security 
in Baghdad Tuesday on the first 
U.N. inspection mission since the 
“no-fly” zone was set up. 

A U.N. official said there had 
been “no problems” daring a foil 
day of work. 

The mission, has been accom- 
panied by high security and more- 
than-usual secrecy. 

The U.N. official said “a lot" 


bia to join Britain and the United 
States in imposing the “no-fly” 
zone. 

Russia will send two warships 
to the Gulf, Russian navy officials 
anno u nced Tuesday. 

The large anti-submarine ship 
Admiral Vinogradov and the 
tanker Boris Butoma are likely to 
set sail “in the first ten days of 
September,” said the navy 
spokesman, Valery Novikov. 

Both vessels belong to the Rus- 
sian Pacific fleet, bared in the Far 


of . Iraqi _ security personnel ;..East,. and -were -'chosen for the 
accompanied the team on Toes- mission- because.* tiie' fleet had' J 
day. but gave no Specifics. . - ‘"extensive experience rof opera-' 

The United Nations placed its . tions in the Gulf region ’over the 
workers-on maximum alert after a - past "years,” Mr.' Novi£6V saidT' 
bomb was found attached to the The ITAR-TASS news agency 
car of three U.N. guards In north- said the voyage from the ships’ 


y 

CORFU 

” UKAVERA 
CENA ITALIAN* " 

E DOVE!? 

AL 

BISTORANTE 

:: *;cotfu - 

- MERGOLEDT ' 

1 VI ASPETTIAMO ■ 


era Iraq on Friday. 

The 21-member team — which 
includes Americans as well as 
French, Germans, Italians and 
Poles — set out from their Bagh- 
dad hotel early Tuesday without 
disclosing their target site. They 
returned at sunset. 

France sent four Mirage 2000 
warplanes Tuesday to Saudi Ara- 


base to the Gulf might take two 
weeks. 

The agency cited Colonel 
General Viktor Dubymn, chief of 
staff of Russia’s armed forces, as ■ 
saying that the ships will take part 
in the mission of the international . | 
peacekeepers force, carried out 
in accordance with U.N. Security 
Council resolutions cm Iraq. 
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SPECIAL PRICES ON ORIGINAL 
MERCEDES - BENZ SPARE PARTS. 


Only Mercedes - Benz original parts garantee 
proper replacement and are perfectly 
matched to your Mercedes. They are quality 
-tested and absolutely identical to the parts 
installed when the car is first produced. 

SPECIAL OFFER IN SEPTEMBER 92 : 


Complete replacement of original 
MERCEDES - BENZ 
Shockabsorbers for type 200. 
Model W123 1976 - 1985. 
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YOUR BEST CHOKE 
IN JORDAML~- 

* Kate Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 
■A- Shoes repair * Engraving 
■fr Keys- Service j 
tirUptote&y, curtains & carpets 
cleaning . 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind 

Hut, phone I£I0$6, Fax 


P.O-Box 2206 Amman, Jordan 
OS the 2nd CSrcte. Jabal Amman 


AQABA 


CHINESE FOOD 

Open dp ify. 

Tek 03-314415 



WEAK* 

The first ft beat 
Chinese Restaurant 
In Jordan - 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
- AhByyahJ&ris School 

service' 

Open daily 12fl0-3:30 

p.i n. 

. . ' 6:30-Kfidnight 

T*L$3$9$$ 



Rent S- Sale 


-Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale - furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please call: 
Abdom Real Es t a te 
Tel.: 810605, 810609 
Fax: 810520 
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RESTAURANT 
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Engineers' Housing 
r Estate, near Kilo 
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Mongolian Barboque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities/ 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. \ • 

. 6:30 - Midnight > 
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Mr. Chen. D. H. 
Take away service 
& home delivery 

Open daily 
12:00 - 15:30 
18:30 - Midnight 

■Jabal Amman-3rd Circle 



Open Lunch & Dinner 

Jtbal Amman - Scd Cbdo 
Par Rmnstian M 6tED60 4 


TheiJFirst Class Hotel in j 
Amman that has a 
. Kitchenette in every 
room...! 
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Amman -Tel: 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 -'Fax 602434 
. Telex23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
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Courier struggles Into 
2nd round at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (R) — World num- 
ber one Jim Courier cleared the 
first hurdle in bis attempt to 
return to the Grand Slam win- 
ners' circle Monday, but not with- 
out a scare at the U.S. Open 
tennis championships. 

The top-seeded Australian and 
French Open champion needed 
all of three hours and 20 minutes 
.and a fourth-set tie break to turn 
back promising newcomer Alex 
O'Brien in the last match of the 
tournament’s opening day. 

Courier, who has been mired in 
a slump since taking his second 
consecutive French Open crown, 
finally prevailed 4-6 6-1 6-3 7-6. 

“It's been a tough summer,” 
Courier said. “Hopefully I’ve 
played myself back into shape 
and I'm ready to go.” 

Earlier, fifth-seeded Wimble- 
don runner-up Goran Ivanisevic 
passed his first test with flying 
cnlours as did 1 lth-seeded former 
Wimbledon champion Michael 
Stich. 

Courier, the Open runner-up 
last year, looked like anything 
but the number one player in the 
world as he struggled in every 
game of the first set against 
O'Brien, the U.S. -collegiate 
champion in singles and doubles. 

With nothing to lose in his first 
U.S. Open match and the crowd 
rooting for a major upset, the 
I85th-ranked O'Brien played 
daring tennis from the outset as 
he broke the top seed in the first 
and seventh games for a 5-2 lead 
and held on to take the first set. 

The two reverted to form in the 
second set. But in the third and 
fourth sets Courier found himself - 
hanging on for dear life. 

Courier immediately found 
himself down a break in the 
fourth set and was unable to put 


the set back on serve until the 
eighth game. 

As O'Brien held serve at 5-6 to 
send the set to the climatic tieb- 
reak, the crown roared its 
approval. 

The top seed's superior experi- 
ence told the tale in the tiebreak 
as he jumped out to a 5-1 lead. 
But O'Brien battled fiercely, sav- 
ing three successive match points 
before Courier ended it with his 
16th ace of the match. 

“I played him a lot in juniors 
and I knew it was going to be a 
tough match, and it was” said 
Courier, after managing to avoid 
becoming only the third top seed 
in the open era to go out of the 
U.S. Open in the first round. 

“In the tiebreak I was able to 
pull out a couple of clutch aces.” 

Dealt the toughest fust-round 
opponent of ary seeded player, 
Ivanisevic avenged his Barcelona 
semifinal loss to Olympic cham- 
pion Marc Rcsset of Switzerland 
6-4 6-4 6-4 in swirling winds at 
Louis Armstrong Stadium. 

But the fifth seed, while declar- 
ing himself a legitimate tide con- 
tender, said his game was not yet 
at the level that carried him to the 
final day at Wimbledon. 

“I'm still not playing like I 
know I have to play.” admitted 
Ivanisevic, adding: “This match is 
going to give me a lot of confi- 
dence because I beat a great 
player.” 

Stich, who has had a dis- 
appointing year in which he has 
not been past the quarterfinals of 
a Grand Slam, safely reached the 
second round in the tournament's 
opet.ing stadium court match. 

The 11 -seeded German, win- 
ner of just one tournament in 
1992, posted a 64 6-3 64 win 


over Frenchman Olivier Delahre. 

Women’s defending champion 
and top seed Monica Seles quietly 
zoomed into the second round a 
6-1 6-0 rout of American Audra 
Keller. 

Seles, who like Courier is 
trying to add the U.S. Open 
crown to - th«S Australian and 
French titles she won earlier this 
year, needed just 45 minutes to 
dispatch Keller with a minimum 
of her infamous grunting. 

Second seed Steffi Graf, who 
dashed Seles’s chances of sweep- 
ing the four Grand Slam tides by 
beating the Yugoslav in the 
Wimbledon final, also had a swift 
trip into the second round. 

Graf completed her first-round 
chores in just 42 minutes, though 
she dropped one more game than 
Seles. 

The Wimbledon champion 
crushed American Halle Cioffi 
6-0 6-2. taking the first 11 games 
in a row. 

“I was totally outplayed. It was 
so pitiful, it was scary,” said 
CSoffi. “I was on the defensive 
every single point.” 

Graf, Open champion in 1988 
and 1989, won 16 points as she 
raced through the first set in 18 
minutes. 

“To tell you die truth I'm just 
disappointed that you don’t get 
tougher competition,” said Graf. 

Seventh seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez would have been happy with 
the kind of competition Graf 
faced. The American had to rally 
to beat compatriot Donna Faber 
3-6 6-0 64. 

The only other seed to see 
opening day action was 13th- 
seeded Frenchman Guy Forget, 
who beat American Jim Grabb 
6-2 6-3 7-6. 


Milan aims to keep Italian title 


ROME (R) — A reinforced AC 
Milan have the quality to become 
the first team in over a decade 
to defend successfully the Italian 
tide when a new season in the 
world's most glamorous league 
kicks off Sunday. 

Not content with strolling un- 
defeated to the tide last season, 
Milan have invested massively to 
create a squad to retain the title 
and repeat die European Cup 
triumphs they enjoyed In 1989 
and 1990. ™ 

French Marksman Jcan-Pierre 
Papin and Yugoslav midfielder 
Dejan Savicevic have joined The 
Milanese foreign legjon while the 
dub paid Torino a cool $16 mil- 
lion for winger Gianluigi Lentini, 
not yet even a regular in the 
national side. 

The financial musde of mafia 
magnate president Silvio Berlus- 
coni has given Milan coach 
Fabio Capello a huge “dream 
squad” from which two distinct 
high-class teams could be selected 
for any match. 

But the dream could turn sour 
for Capello who must dedde 
which of his big stars plays when. 

Life is made harder for the 
coach, aiming to build on a su- 
perb first season in charge at 
'll Ian, by the fact that he can 
•fold only three foreign players at 
| a time in league matches. 

That leaves Papin, Savicevic 
and- the Croat midfielder Zvorri- 
mir . Boban to scrap for places 
with the established Dutch trio of 
Marco Van Basten, Ruud Gullit 
and Frank Rijkaard. 

Milan's rivals have been quick 
to point out this surplus of talent 
could spark discontent and 
undermine the dub as they seek 
to become the first team to win 
successive league titles since 
Juveaitus 1 in 1982. 

“The foreign players are a time 
a bomb for Milan,” said veteran 


coach Vujadin Boskov, who has 
moved from Sampdoria to Roma 
during the dose season. 

“Leaving a player like 
Savicevic in the stands will create 
gerat tensions. And I only refer 
to Savicevic because he is a player 
I know, 1 ' he added. 

Capello naturally dismisses 
such fears. 

“Within our squad the rules are 
dean The player who is the most 
m form, who can offer most to 
the team, will play. .. . 

“And given the commitments 
we jhaye, with ..more tfian..6Q 
games between the cham- 
pionship, various cups and friend- 
lies, I’m sure there will be room 
for all.” 

Juventus, runners-up last sea- 
son. have also spent huge sums as 
they seek to bridge the eight- 
point gap which separated them 
from Milan last May. 

Italian striker Gianlnca Vialli 


Juventus. 

Napoli, fourth last season, 
appear well-equipped for another 
good campaign providing their 
contractual row with Diego 
Maradona does not prove too 
much of a distraction. 

Roma wiD be disappointed if 
they fail to improve on last year’s 
fifth place while 1991 champions 
Sampdoria are certain to view a 
UEFA Cup spot as the least of 
their ambitions. " 

• * rc "* z. -• k 

Milan raptain FrajKO.Bai^ri. 
recently,. tipfx^d CKqfl .Zo&s 
modelled Lazio as the best out- 
side bet for the tide. 

Lazio's fortunes will mostly de- 
pend on newly-acquired English 
virtuoso Paul Gascoigne, who has 
been long nursing a knee injury 
and is an uncertain starter in the 
initial league rounds. 


Napoli: 

Maradona 
is not 
for sale 

NAPLES (AP) — Amid 
rumours that it may soon trans- 
fer Diego Maradona, the Italian 
team Napoli Tuesday reaffirmed 
that its Argentine star-forward is 
not for sale and that he must 
honour his current contract. 

Spain’s Seville and Brazil's Pal- 
me has have been bidding for 
Maradona. But Napoli insists that 
the Argentine - forward ■ must re- 
join the Italian team for the next 
first division campaign. 

Maradona, who in June com- 
pleted a 15-month international 
suspension for cocaine use, does 
not want to return to Italy and 
has urged N”poh to release him 
so that he can join another dob. 
His contract expires in June 1993. 

While denying intent to trans- 
fer Maradona, Napoli accepted a 
request by Seville officials to dis- 
cuss the player’s future. 

“We plan to meet Spanish offi- 
cials in Naples soon as they have 
some proposals to make. But 
Napoli's stand about Maradona is 
unchanged. He’s not for sale,” 
said Giovanni Amati, a dub 
spokesman. 

Seville, coached by Marado- 
na’s long-time friend Carlos 
Bilardo, has asked Napoli to dis- 
cuss Maradona’s transfer. 

According to published re- 
ports, Seville would offer up to $8 
million to get Maradona while 
Pahneiras, the latest entry in the 
Maradona affair, reportedly 
made a bid of .$5 million. 

“We have not received any bid 
from the Brazilian side so far.” 
Amati said. “However things are 
changing quickly in these days 
and what's trim today could be 
different tomorrow.” 

Hie enigmatic remark of the 
dub spokesman may indicate that 
Napoli could at last consider 
Maradona’s release, rather than 
idling him for another years. Hie 
player said in recent interviews in 
Buenos Aires dial he would quit 
soccer for good if Napoli does not 
transfer him immediately. 

Jose Carlos Brunoro, the head 
of the Brazilian branch of the 
Italian Dairy group Parmalat, 
was quoted by the Italian New 
Agency (ANSA) as saying that 
his company was supporting Pal- 
meiras in negotiations.' " 

Parmalat? '.based in Jparcrtav 
northern Itriyi-is the Brazfliair 
1 team's* JSprojaeraaL/aponsor and 
has recently extended its spon- 
: sorship to Boca Juniors in Argen- 
tina and Penarol in Uruguay. 

Parmalat officials in Italy said 
they were not involved in nego- 
tiations for Maradona, but were 
aware that Palmeiras had bid for 
the player. 


Bobby Fischer spits on 
U.N. sanctions letter 


SVETI STEFAN, Yugoslavia 
(AP) — On the eve of ms com- 
eback match from a 20-year with- 
drawal from the chess world, 
Bobby Fischer Tuesday spat on a 
U.S. government letter warning 
him that playing in Yugoslavia 
would violate U.N. sanctions. 

An acerbic, angry Fischer, 
holding his fust news conference 
since the 1970s, also declared that 
he remains world champion and 
characterised the current official 
titleholder, Gany Kasparov of 
Russia, as among the “lowest 
dog.” 

Fischer appeared at the news 
conference with Boris Spassky, 
whom be defeated in Reykjavik, 
Iceland, in 1972 to take the world 
crown. 

But Spassky, who agreed to the 
rematch and a share in the SS 
million purse, barely had time to 
answer questions at the news 
conference dominated by Fis- 
cher. 

The most dramatic moment of 
the meeting with reporters at tins 
luxurious Adriatic resort came as 
Fischer answered a question ab- 
out U.S. warnings to* him not to 
play the rematch in Yugoslavia. 

“One second here,” said Fis- 
cher, rummaging through a brief- 
case and pulling out a lengthy 
letter. 

“This is the order to provide 
information and cease and desist 
activities from the Depa r tmen t of 
Treasury, Washington, D.C., 
Aug. 21, 1992,” he said as he 
brandished the document. 

“So, this is my reply to the 
order not to defend my title 
here,” he said, bolding it in front 
of his mouth and spitting loudly 
onto the paper. 

Some Yugoslav journalists and 
match organises applauded. 

Fischer has been warned by the 
U.S. government that be feces 
possible fines of $250,000 and 10 


years in prison if he proceeds with 
the match. 

Answering only pre-submitted 
questions, Fischer charged that 
Kasparov and Anatoly Karpov 
had fixed their championship 
match in 1984. He said profes- 
sional chess had been dominated 
by cheating since be was stripped 
of his title in 1975 by the Interna- 
tional Chess Federation. 

In a sardonic tone as be leafed 
through written questions, Fis- 
cher also criticised Communists, 
Jews, Israel and the United Na- 
tions and said be felt ill-treated by 
die UJ>. government. 

Asked by the Associated Press 
if be supports U.N. sanctions 
designed to stop the war* 80 
kilometres away in neighbouring 

Bosma-Herzegovina, Fischer re- 
plied: "No 1 don't support fee 
sanctions because first of all I 
don’t support the U.N. 

“For example, look at Israel. 
There has been resolution after 
resolution against them for them 
to leave the West Bank and so 
on,” Fischer said. “They ignore 
resolutions and never have sanc- 
tions against them.” 

He also criticised die recent 
rescinding of the U.N. General 
Assembly resolution equating 
Zionism with racism. 

Asked about press reports 
characterising him as anti- 
Semitic, Fischer replied that 
Semites include both Arabs and 
Jews. 

“I am definitely not anti-Arab, 
OK?” 

He also said Soviet commun- 
ism is “basically a mask for Bol- 
shevism, which is a mask for 
Judaism.” 

As about whether his chess play 
has improved during the last 20 
yean since he played publicly, 
Fischer said only: “Well, we'll 
see.” 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 2, 1992 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: 
Don’t be tempted to break up a 
good and beneficial situation now 
in ffr*** and trade it for an un- 
known quauity if your decision is 
based on fee advice of a well 
mining friend or associate. 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) A 
good time to invite those into your 
home who have a sense of humor 
and who can bring you some in- 
formation and news that you have 
been seeking. 

TAURUS; (April 20 to May 20) 
Don’t let a misleading message 
from afar upset you and get into 
duties of a surroundings nature 
that far you in accord with routine 
allies. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Attend to whatever material or 
finwnfini questions that face you 
today and don't bring diem to the 
attention of one who has own axes 
to grind. 

MOON. CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) An associate can confuse 
you about the course of action for 
you to take to gain your personal 
am bitio n s buz your own judgement 
is better. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look 
for a better means by which to 
build up your secret ambitions and 
sidestep the suggestions of a fellow 
associate who does not know your 
exact position. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Think over what friends can be 
best helpful to you in attaining 


* practical goals and don’t let fee 
prejudices of your attachment get 
m your way in doing so. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) If you sliow doubts about a 
condition at home to obsess you, 
you will m fc* out where a civic or 
credit condition of importance to 
you is concerned. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) All kinds of interesting Dew 

outlets can come into your life if 
you now display an open mind and 
do not let a routine condition get in 
the way. 

SAGITTARIUS; (November 22 to 

December 21) Obligations you 
have assumed and promises made 
to other persons should be your 
order of the day so don't go after 
what you want until these are 

fulfilled. 

CAPRICORN; (December 22 to 
January 20) Other people are now 
willing to go along with wbat you 
wish but it is necessary that you 
know just what you are after and 
state plainly. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) A private anxiety you allow 
to o cc up y yourtboughts could be 
the only condition keeping you 
from making a big success of your 
regular activities. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) A fine day to make those 
engagements and appointments 
wife, congenial com pan ions for re- 
creations and entertainment of a 
mutual pleasant nature. 


United Czechoslovakia kick 
off last World Cop campaign 


has joined rbcm froT^pdoria NOFWicll 20 tOD Of lC3S116 
in a deal valued at a world record ° ■ r V 


$20 million and fee signings of 
Englands Darid Platt and Andy 
Moeller of Germany are certain 
to strengthen their midfield. 

The Turin side, champions a 
record 22 times but without a 
league title since 1986, will spear- 
head a challenge to Milan in 
which Internationale and Napoli 
should figure prominently too. 

Intern azwnale, still smarting from 
their failure, to qualify for Euro- 
pean competition for the first 
time since 1975, have dispensed 
with the German trio of Juergen 
Klinsmann, Andreas Brehme and 
Lothar Matthaeus. 

Their replacements include for- 
mer Red Star Belgrade marks- 
man Darko Pancev and gifted 
Russian midfielder Igor Shalimov 
while Italy’s 1990 World Cup 
hero Salvatore Schiilaci will 
attempt to revive his flagging 
career after joining Inter from 


LONDON (R) — Norwich took 
over as English Premier League 
leaders after toppling Notting- 
ham Forest 3-1 with two late 
goals. Strikes by Lee Power and 
David Phillips in the last 13 mi- 
nutes secured the home win that 
lifted Norwich two points dear of 
Blackburn at fee top. It was 
Forest’s fourth consecutive defeat 
following their victory over Liver- 


pool on fee opening weekend of 
the league season — the dub’s 
worst start since Brian Qongh 
became manager in 1975. Nor- 
wich made the perfect start when 
Ian Crook chipped home a 20- 
metre free kidc in the second 
minute, but forward Nigel 
Clough rounded off a superb 
move to equalise after 32 mi- 
nutes. 


PRAGUE (R) — Czechoslovakia 
■kick off their last World Cup 
campaign as a united nation 
Wednesday when they meet Bel- 
gium in a group four qualifier in 
Prague. 

With a scheduled split of fee 
74-year-old Czechoslovak Re- 
public ipto two . independent: 
statesl from January, l plans are 
also : underway to divide the soo 
j*r federation into two;-- «'»■> 

But both sides have agreed to 
a unified Czechoslovak 
team at least up to the World Cup 
finals in the United States in two 
years' time. 

“We have one single task 
Wednesday, to win,” said coach 
Milan Macala. “All fee players 
know feat.” 

In contrast to previous years 
when, under Communist role, 
only a few ageing players were 
allowed to play abroad, nearly 
half fee present team are foreign- 
based. 

Macala and bis assistant Milan 
Lesicky have spent much time 
abroad watching the form of 
overseas players. 

“We have put together a squad 
that I think contains the best 


players available and I hope to be 
able to field a strong team 
Wednesday,” Macala said. 

He has called up nine players 
who are technically midfielders 
but versatile in attack and de- 
fence. 

“One cqn no longer stick tothis' 
rigid classification .".nMacala said.- - 
“Vaclav Ngmecgk* a -midfielder’ 
‘in Toakrase^iis -also»a- defender-r 
while Leverkusen’s Pavel" Hapal ' 
and Lnbomir Motavrik from St. 
Etienne are typical strikers.” 

Goalkeeper Jan Stejskal, who 
plays for Premier League ride 
Queen’s Park Rangers in Eng- 
land, has plenty of experience of 
fee sort of aerial play favoured by 
the Belgian players. 

Belgian coach Paul Van Hinist 
is expected to field a five-man 
defensive lineup but still fancies 
his team’s chances. 

“This team is too good to 
remain in front of its goal for 
one-and-a-half boars,” be said.' 

“We know we'll be pot under 
pressure far most of the game but 
feat's logical in a game between 
two candidates for fee finals,” 
said Belgian forward Marc Dc- 
gryse. 



“It's only till death do us part...so when 
we get to heaven, pretend you 
don't know me!" 


fenoartote these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to loim 
four ordinary words. 


BORYS 


The best ol ^ 

ai possible c 

worlds 


EDmi 


■■ 

■■ 

S3 


MULVLE 


nxn 

hi 


DORPAY 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, es sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


^ & [inm 

• . (Answers tomorrow) 

Saturday's Jumbte8: CAW™ CROAK KENNEL DEPICT 

i Answer A person sometimes goes to a stair* tor a 
ebactajp - - - FROM THENECK UP 


THE WATER SEEMS SORT 
V OF WARM TODAY.. V 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
erw2 mm Uad* sotkm, we 


TOMMY AND THE DIAMOND MERCHANT 


Neither vulnerable. North 
NORTH 
*983 
962 
0 8 4 2 
* A 7 5 4 3 


WEST 

* Q 10 7 
9 A 10 8 3 
,0 Q 10 7 3 
t Q 9 


EAST 

*KJf8542 
9 J 9 5 
0 6 

*71 10 2 


SOUTH 

* A 

9KQ74 
0 AK J 96 

* K 8 6 


The bidding: 
North East 

South' 

West 

Pass 

2 * 

"Dbl 

Pass 

2 NT 

Paae 

3 * 

Pan 

4 * 

Pan 

4 0 

Pan 

50 

Pan 

Pass 

DU 

Pass 

Pan 

Pan 



Opening lead: Seven of * 

The diamond merchant from 
Amsterdam was a good player. At 
the dob. however, he was at some- 
what of a disadvantage— he did not 
know ha opponents. Regulars 
would have told him that you never 
double Trump Cotv Tommy with a 
trump stack, an actum be took with 
the West hand. A bad trump break 
would transform an otherwise ordi- 
nary player, which describes Tom- 
my kindly, into the Hulk Hogan of 


the bridge 

In theory, North's response of 
two no trump requested South to 
bid three chibs, a new gadget Tom- 
my and partner were using to get oat 
on weak hands. When T ommy 

showed a powerful hand, with a 
spade cue-bid, then corrected to dia-' 
moods. North derided that three 
tru mp s, an ace and a ruffing value 
were sufficient to go on to game.' 

The diamond merchant’s A«» f 
brought a gleam to Tommy’s eye. 
After winning the opening lead in 

hand. Tommy Jed the king of hearts 

to West's ace. The Dutchman was 

too shrewd a plgyer to shorten Tom- 
my's tlUmpB by leaiBwg imnrtifl r 
spade. Instead, West shifted to the 
queen of dubs. 

Tommy won with the ace and, not 

bothering with a tramp finesse feat 

was sure to lose, ruffed a spade, 
cashed the queen of hearts and 
rafted a heart in dummy. Another 
spade ruff served as the entry for a 
heart ruffed wife fee eight When 
East could not ovenuff, Tommy 
was ready for the grand finale. 

After wwhing fee Mng of dubs. 
Tommy exited wife a dub. Down to 
nothing but tramps, West wae 
forced to raff and lead away from 
fee queen into dedaieris A K J hold- 
ing. Just another ho-hum hand for 
Tommy! 
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overseas 

expansion 

BEIJING (AP) — China is eo- 
cooragmg its banks to open bran- 
. dies abroad to help raise capital 
for the nation's ambitious mod- 
emisatioa programme, an official 
newspaper has said. 

The China Daily said die over- 
seas expansion plan was die sub- 
ject of debate within die central, 
bank for months. Supporters said 
it would help attract investment 
funds and ease tradetransactions. 

'Now that the centra! bank has 
approved the strategy, Chinese 
banks are lining up to get permis- 
sxoa to open branches, die paper 
said. 

. The People’s Construction 
Bank of China is seeking to opes 
branches m Japan and Singapore, 
while the Industrial and Commer- 
cial Bank wants to move into 
Kazakhstan and upgrade its Sing- 
apore office to a branch bank, the 
paper said 

For decades, the only bank 
allowed to have branches abroad 
was the Bank of China. A very 
few other banks have been 
allowed to open branches in key 
foreign capitals since China be- 
gan encouraging foreign trade 
and investment m 1978, but the 
government's priority has been 
maintainin g tight control over in- 
ternational transactions. 

China’s central bank, die Peo- 
ple's Bank of China, opened its 
first overseas office in June in 
London: 

The Bank of China received 
permission in July to open an 
office in Seoul. 

Meanwhile, more foreign 
banks will be allowed to open 
branches in China, the China 
daily said. About 47 foreign 
banks have been allowed to open 
branches in recent months in 
selected coastal cities, and about 
30 others have applied to do so. 


WASHINGTON (R).-— The 
White House Monday rejected 
Democratic charges that the dol- 
lar’s recent steep drop was due to 
a lack of investor confidence in 
President George Bush’s econo- 
mic programme and said it does 
not want the currency to fell 
farther. • 

The United States is not seek- 
ing a decline In the dollar and 
does not believe that a lower 
dollar is necessary for to export 
competitiveness, ' ’ White House 
spokesman Martin Fitzwater fold 
a regular daily news conference. 

The dollar fell to record lows 
against the surging German mark 
last week despite attempts by the 
United Stales and its allies to 
prop it op on world currency 
markets. 

The lower dollar is bad news 
for U.S. tourists travelling in 
Europe because it immediately 
boosts the cost of their holiday 
but is good news for U.S. expor- 
ters because it makes them more 
co m pet i t i ve on world markets. 

Democratic vice-presidential 
candidate Al Gore Sunday 
Named what he called Bush’s 
“incoherent” policies and lack of 
economic vision for the dollar’s 
s^eep fell against the mark. 

The Tennessee senator traced 
die dollar’s decline back to Mr. 
Bush’s promise at the Republican 
Party conve n tion last month of an 
across-the-board tax cut if he was 
re-elected. 


“It was in coherent The cam- 
paign said coherence can come 
later, but the markets want 
coherence now,” Mr. Gore told 
ABC television. 

But Mr. Fitzwater rejected that 
charge, and instead laid most of 
the blame for the dollar's decline 
on the wide spread between high- 
er German and lower U.S. in- 
terest rates. 

“German interest rates are at 
traditionally very high levels, 
while the United States has re- 
duced its interest rates to the 
lowest levels in roughly 25 
years,” he said. 

Mr. Fitzwater made dear that 
the United States does not want 
to see the dollar fell any further, 
saying that U.S. exports are 
already at record levels and do 
not need any help from a weaker 
currency. 

But be sidestepped questions 
as to whether the Bush adminis- 
tration thought the Germans 
should lower drier interest rates 
to help strengthen the U.S. dol- 
lar. 

The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) urged the United 
States Monday to take tough ac- 
tion to rein in its budget deficit, 
but no one seemed to be listen- 
ing. 

Monetary sources said IMF 
staffers argued at a meeting of the 
fund’s board that a cut in the 
deficit would be good for both the 
United States and the world eco- 



Gulf Air buys 6 Airbus for $500m 


MANAMA (R) — Bahrain- 
based Gulf Air said Monday it 
would spend $500 million on six 
Airbus A-340’s for delivery in 
1994 and was taking options on 
another six of the same aircraft. 

“From today we are making our 
orders — what we are committed 
to is six A340 aircraft only but we 
maintain options on six more, at 
tiie same price,” president and 



LONDON — Stock prices dosed lower after an uninspired day of 
trading, with the London market preoccupied by sterling weak- 
ness and the approaching September 20 French refe rendum on 
the Maastricht Treaty, equity strategists said. The FISE 100 
Index ended 14.2 points down at 2, 298.4, just above a session low 
of 2£96 J. 

FRANKFURT — The dollar’s renewed tumble and a gloomy 
forecast about the nation’s economy from a business l e ader sent 
German shares felling 13 per cent Teusday. The 30-share Dax 
Index lost 2235 points to 1,518. 70, virtually wiping out Monday’s 
24.78-point gain. 

PARIS — Leading French shares dosed moderately lower as 
investors spent another day mesmerised by the fo rthc omin g vote 
on the Maastricht Treaty on European unioa. The CAC-40 index 
ended 10.65 points, or 0.63 per cent, lower at 1,674.23 on paltry 
volume of 1.15 biffion francs. 

ZURICH — Swiss shares aided a moderately active session 
.slightly lower. Dealers said a firm Wall Street opening and 
positive news cm inflation trends helped to offset the low dollar’s 
negative impact. 
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SPLASH 

ShOMK HD, * 30 , 6 : 15 . 830, 1030 

Special show ftx chUron on Thursdays and 

Fridays on 11:00 am. 


Tel: 675; 

NaM AI Mashing Theatre 
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at 6:00 p.m. daily 
Shahrazad and Sinbad play 

A quiet comedy tor all members off 
the ffamUy (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed. 

,The next show is: 

\ ffaa* Waqaymeh) / 


Tel: 625155 ^ 


AHLAN theatre 
N abil ami Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) . 
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chief executive Satim Bin Ali . Bis 
Naser Assyabi told reporters-” 
Mr. Assiyabi said the aircraft 
would be powered by General 
Electric Engines. The purchase is 
in addition to ambitious plans by 
Gulf Air to invest a total of $1.7 
billion over the next three years 
on 18 new aircraft, ‘fights to 10 
new destinations and mote facili- 
ties and personnel. Bankers say 
most of the investment will be 


raised through borrowing. Gulf 
Air, owned by the governments 

of Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the 
emirate of Abu Dhabi, made a 
record net 1991 profit of 18 mil- 
lion dinars ($48 million) despite 
the Gulf war. The airline plans to 
raise its paid-in capital from 64 
million dinars ($170 million) now 
to attain a reasonable capital to 
debt ration. 



Bonn runs Into resistance on 
plan for savings bond 


BONN (R) — Chancellor Hel- 
mut Kohl’s coalition partners 
have joined the opposition in 
rejecting Bonn's latest idea to 
raise money for struggling eastern 
Germany — a compulsory sav- 
ings bond for higher-wage ear- 
ners. 

Two leading figures m Mr. 
Kohl’s Christian Democrats 
(CDU) aired the idea at the 
weekend, saying anyone earning 
more than 5,000 marks ($3,550) a 
month woold have to buy the 
interest-free bond if be or she did 
not invest directly in eastern Ger- 
many. 

But Mr. KoMk Liberal Free 
Democratic (FDP) partners slam- 
med the idea as strongly as the 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD). 

And an industry group branded 
it a “jealousy tax” that might win 
support in the east but not bring 
investment there. 


“A compulsory bond... is un- 
constitutional. It Is no way to 
stimulate investments. It would 
also have a bad effect on the 
capital market,” argued FDP 
Chairman Otto Graf Lambsdorf. 

- “Tbe SPD calls on tbe chancel- 
lor to put an end to this spectre al 
the next cabinet meeting,” said 
Jaochim Poss, spokesman for the 
SPD parliamentary group. 

The SPD would not agree to 
the constitutional amendment 
that would be needed to force 
Germans to buy the bond. 

Dieter Vogel, chief spokesman 
for Mr. Kohl's government, told 
a news conference the cabinet 
had neither considered the issue 
of compulsory bonds, nor had it 
taken any decisions mi the issue. 

“But die suggestions from the 
large group in the coalition will of 
course be examined carefully,” 
Mr. Vogel added, referring to the 
Christian Democrats. 


Flat For Rent 
Area 160 Square Metres 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, one is furnished and the 
rest according to desire and order, L-shaped salon, 
spacious kitchen, 3 bathrooms, with telephone and 
separate central heating and solar heater and 
garage. Location; Seventh Circle, behind the Royal 
Automobile Club. 

Call tel. 826949. 



a l d I m a. S s boutique 


Sivc.fieh, princess? Alia Street, 

behind the church near Chantilly patisserie. 



Fumished/Unfumisbed 
Prime locations/180-300 m 2 
For details call 1GTS 

TeL 823901 fax 823902 


& 



< ) 


Spend three nlghte-four days with u» In the moat 
beautiful rooms overlooking the sea. 

In addition to breakfast and lunch 
e Special price for single persons in double 
* bedrooms. 

e These prices flo not include the government 
tax and services charge.. 

For reservation and information, please call 

tel. 316255, fax 314270, Aqaba. 


Marlin Fitzwater 

Doxny, and advocated tax hikes 
and spending redactions to hdp 
bring that about. 

But neither President Bush nor 
Democratic Party challenger Bifi- 
Ointori have shown mud) inclina- 
tion to prescribe such painful 
medicine in the run-up to the 
Nov. 3 election. 

“The economic programmes 
unveiled by President Bush and 
(Arkansas) Governor Clinton 
(have) a common theme,” said 
Hong Tran, economist with 
Deutsche Bank. Germany’s 
largest bank. “Despite paying lip 
service to the co n t r a ry , no prior- 
ity... has been accorded to reduc- 
tion of the U.S. budget deficit.” 

The U.S. defidt is expected to 
soar to a record $314 billion in 
1991/92 and economists say it 


must be tackled to ensure Amer- 
ica’s future competitiveness. 

They argue that a lower budget 
deficit would free up money tor 
use by U.S. business, bring down 
interest rates sod promote to kag-tenn 
economic growth. 

Some economists believe that 
.the deficit could fen next year; as 
UjS. economic growth picks up 
and government tax revenues in- 
crease. The -IMF expects U.S. 
growth to accelerate to 3.4 per 
cent next year from 2.1 per cent 
in 1992. 

But faster economic growth 
alone will not be enough to eli- 
minate the defidt and the IMF 
believes that tough action to cut 
spending and raise taxes is 
needed as well. 

Mr. Bud) has rejected any talk 
of increasing taxes and has called 
for an . across-the-board tax cut 
balanced by commensurate re- 
dactions in federal spending. 

“The deficit outlook is bleak,” 
said the bipartisan Congressional 
Budget Office in a report last 
month. 

To cut the budget shortfall, 
Mr. Bush has proposed letting 
Americans designate up to 10 per 
cent of their taxes for defidt 
redaction by checking a box on 
their, tax returns. 

“The president's check-off box 
is a gimmick,” Texas tycoon and 
former independent presidential 
candidate Ross Perot wrote Sun- 
day in the New York Times news- 


paper. 

But the trouble, economists 
said, is that Mr. Clinton does not 
have a solid plan to reduce the 
deficit either. 

Meanwhile, U.S. sales of new 
homes dropped 2.6 per cent in 
July and industry analysts said the 
decline showed consumers were 
too anxious about the economy to 
take advantage of the biggest 
financing breaks in yean. 

Sales fell to a seasonally ad- 
justed annual rate of 563,000 
unto, the U.S. government said 
Monday, despite cheaper interest 
rates and the lowest average price 
in 3-16 years. 

“This kind of tug-of-war be- 
tween cheaper rates on the one 
hand and a weak job market and 
felling consumer confidence on 
the other hand is turning into a 
standoff,” said economist David 
Seiders of the National Associa- 
tion of Home Builders. 

“The overall economy is dear- 
ly still staggering and so is the 
housing market,” Mr. Seiders 
commented. 

New home sales are regarded 
as a good measure of consumer’s 
readiness to make long-term in- 
vestments. July's unexpected fell 
reflects pervasive economic un- 
easiness with November pres- 
idential elections approaching. 

Wall Street economists had 
forecast sales of new homes 
would rise to an annual rate of 
580,000 instead of fell. 


Saudi report sees rapid 
consumer market growth 


DUBAI (R) — An affluent, fast- 
growing population will bring 
dramatic growth to Saudi Ara- 
bia’s consumer market in the next 
few years, a report published 
Monday by the kingdom’s 
National Commercial Bank said. 

Growing numbers of young, 
better-educated and increasingly 
well-off Saudis will mean higher 
demand for financial sendees, 
cars, luxury accessories and 
sporting goods, said the report by 
Henry Azzam, chief economist of 
die kingdom's largest bank. 

“With the kingdom experienc- 
ing <me of the world’s highest 
population growth rates, with 
large and rising disposable in- 
come, there wifi be a growing 
market for a whole range of 
consumer goods,” it said. 

The report said population 
would dimb to over 19 million by 
tiie year 2000, from a U-.N. esti- 
mate of 14 mxDum in 1990. 

Saodi nationals then accounted 
for around 65 per cent, with the 
remainder made up of foreign 
workers and their families. 

Per capita income in the king- 
dom is one of the highest in the 
world. The report put it at $6,500 


m 1990, and said that after re- 
latively strained economic condi- 
tions m the 1980s, Saadis were 
once a gain feeling more affluent. 

Fundamental changes in social 
habits would also have an effect 
on future consumer demand, ft 
said. 

Smaller family units are gra- 
dually replacing the extended 
family structure and .multiple, 
households belonging to one 
man, who is allowed more than 
one wife under Islamic law. 

Similarly, greater access to 
education for girls would soon 
lead to a larger female labour 
force, increasing exposure of 
women to international consumer 
trends and purchasing patterns. 


FANTASTIC! 

DRAMATIC! 

ARTISTIC! 

ARISTOCRATIC! 

REALISTIC! 


pLa* JCep 

Dlu* flunJLr 

827430 

to maintain your central 
heating and other kind of 
maintenance. 

Good and fast services 

Khallcd Electromecha- 
nical Group. 


This is not publicity 
It's advertising. 


Unique Designs 

Precious & Semi Precious Stones 
In 18 and 21k gold, including ali birth stones. Wide 
selection. Reduced prices. 

J1IU Dajani Jewellers 
^jB^Amra Hotel 

6th Circle - Amman 


The British Ladies off Amman 

The British Ladies of Amman wishes to announce the 
commencement of their meetings at the Plaza Hotel on the 
2nd of September at 10:00 a.m. and on the 9th of 
September at 4:00 p.m. 


VILLA FOR SALE OR RENT 

Near R.A. Club. 3 bedrooms with cupboards, large salon 
and dining area, large German kitchen, maid room, 3 
bathrooms, curtains, telephone, central heating, 2 gar- 
ages for 6 cars. 

Call 829559 


AL CAZAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

ANNOUNCES... 

Special summer prices commencing June 20, 

From: JD 5.000 per person 
(in double occupancy) 

Contact Al Cazar Hotel 
Tel.: 03-314131/314132 
Fax: 03-314133 
Tlx: 62242 
























































































































































I 


4 


World News 




JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2^992 g 



Fresh battles erupt in Sarajevo 


SARAJEVO (R) — Serb and 
Muslim forces fought battles 
around the Bosnian capital of 
Sarajevo Tuesday and the city 
echoed to the crash of shells and 
gunfire, despite peace pledges at 
iptematioual talks. 

. A column of black smoke 
plumed over the dty following a 
military strike near the headquar- 
ters of the United Nations Protec- 
tion Force (UNPROFOR) while 
mortar and machinegun fire re- 
verberated across the city from 
the area of the airport. 

Heavy fighting raged through 
the night after Serb forces 
apposed to Bosnia's independ- 
ence from Yugoslavia staged a 
new thrust against the mainly 
Muslim defenders in Hrasno, a 
southern suburb. 

■ A Serb advance of only a few 
hundred metres at Hrasno, a 
price-affluent district of high-rise 
buildings, would threaten the ci- 
ty’s main east-west highways. 

Local journalists also reported 
heavy shelling in the suburbs of 
Dobrinja ana Alipasino Polje 
from Sob forces based at Lufcavi- 
ca, while Bosnian forces shelled 
Serb positions from Mount 
Igmao. 

Sources at the Defence Minis- 
try said Bosnian forces were 
advancing towards Hadzid and 
Ilidza, to the southeast of 


Sarajevo. Street fighting was re- 
ported in Ilidza, same of fierce 
clashes, Monday night. 


Two people were killed and 
25 people 


about 25 people were wounded in 
Serb shelling of Dobrinja, the 
journalists said. 

The renewed fighting 
apparently made nonsense of 
pledges by the warring sides at 
international peace talks in Lon- 
don last week to act to end five 
months of fighting in Bosnia- 

Herzegovina. 

Nearly 9,000 people have been 
killed in the violence which 

erupted in April after the moun- 
tainous territory declared its in- 
dependence from the Yugoslav 
Federation. 

Bosnia’s Serbs, who have 
seized huge tracts of territory 
from the relatively poorly-armed 
Muslim forces, undertook in Lon- 
don to withdraw from a substan- 
tial portion of territory. 

They also pledged to group 
their heavy artillery, which has 
wrought have*, among Bosnia’s 
civilian population, around 
Sarajevo, Bihac, Gorazde and 
Jajce and put them under U.N. 
control. 

Western diplomats said, 
however, that there appeared to' 
be little chance of this happening* 
until the fighting had significantly 
subsided. 


The Serb army reported it had 
broken an offensive by Croat- 
Muslim forces which it said had 
been launched 10 days ago in 
eastern Herzegovina aimed at 
rolling back Serb forces. 

Serb army headquarters, re- 
ported by the Belgrade-based 
news agency Tanjng, said Croat- 
Muslim forces had surrendered 
territory around Trebinje and 
Mostar. 

In Belgrade, Yugoslav Prime 
Minister Milan Panic geared him- 
self for a major political fight to 
wifostand a parliamentary vote of 
no-confidence tabled Monday by 
backers of Serbian President Slo- 
bodan Milosevic. 

Supporters of Mr. Milosevic, 
with whom Mr. Panic is at logger- 
beads over die Yugoslav crisis, 
tabled the vote, accusing Mr. 
Panic of betraying Serbia’s in- 
terests at the London talks. 

"The irony, the tragedy of it afl is 
that Panic, who alone managed to 
avoid Serbia being put on trial, 
should himself be put on one by 
Serbs m Belgrade,” said a dose 
aide. 

The move by 68 legislators of 
the Socialist and Radical Parties 
which control the federal parlia- 
ment followed public rebukes to 
Mr. Milosevic from Mr. Panic at 
the London talks. 

The West perceives the moder- 


ate Fame as a potential saviour 
for Serbia who could bring it back 
into the world community after 
its ostracism over the Bosnian 
independence crisi?. 

The parliamentary debate on 
the vote coukl take place as eariy 
as Friday. Western officials have 
warned that bs removal from power 
could derail the international 


peace process. 


“There is little possibility that 
parliament will vote no confi- 
dence in Panic because it would 
be an outright suicidal move on 
their part,” said the aide. 

Supporters of the no-confi- 
dence motion say Mr. Panic went 
beyond his mandate in London 
and compromised the position of 
Serbs in now-independent 
Croatia and the Albanian-domin- 
ated region of Kosovo. 


Peace talks sponsored by die 
: Euro- 


United Nations and the 
pean Community are to resume 
in Geneva Thoreday. 

U.N. envoy Cyras Vance told a 
news conference Monday that be 
hoped to galvanise the diplomatic 
machinery to bring peace to 
Bosnia. 

But Mr. Vance, co-Hrairznan of 
a new United NatkmsrEC steer- 
ing group set up in London last 
week, said: “It’s going to be hard 
going.” 


Dubcek seriously hurt in accident 


PRAGUE (R) — Alexander 
Dubcek, leader of the 1968 Pra- 
gue Spring, was seriously hurt in 
a car accident Tuesday and a 
doctor said be might have a 
broken spine, pelvis and ribs, the 
Czechoslovak State News Agency 
(CSTK) said. 

Mr. Dubcek’s car plunged into 
a ravine from a motorway 100 
kilometres south east of Prague, 
the agency said. 


He was first taken to hospital in 
Jihlava and after his condition 
was stabilised he was flown to 
Prague, it added. The accident 
threatens to remove Mr. Dubcek 
from active politics at a crucial 
moment as the country hastily 


prepares to split into two inde- 
pendent states on Jan. 1, 1993. 

Mr. Dubcek, 70. was ousted 
from public life following the 
1968 Soviet-led invasion which 
crashed his reformist “Socialism 
with a human face.” He endured 
20 years in disgrace. 

Ho returned to politics as chair- 
man of Czechoslovakia’s parlia- 
ment during the ‘Velvet revolu- 
tion” of late 1989 which swept 
away hardline Communist rale, 
and he campaigned actively but 
unsuccessfully to preserve the* 
federation. 

For more than two years he 
was chairman of the Czechoslo- 
vak parliament, overseeing a slow 
and often painful march towards 


democracy. 

He now heads Slovakia's Soda! 
Democrats and has been men- 
tioned as a possible candidate for 
the Slovak presidency, to be cre- 
ated by the region’s parliament. 

“We have enough demagogues 
and eccentrics of various sorts on 
both the left and right of the 
political spectrum,” the then 
Czechoslovak president, play- 
wright and former dissident Vac- 
lav Havel, said after Mr. Dubcek 
joined foe Social Democrats. 

“We must therefore rejoice 
when a -reasonable man, who 
does his best for his country and 
is open to agreement and dia- 
logue, appears on one or the 
other side.” 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


China arrests exiled student leader 



PEKING (R) — China Tuesday arrested the first student leader 

a 

»y 

along 

with two Chinese comp an i ons early Tuesday morning shortly 
before a scheduled news conference, Mr. shen’s family members 
said. Two French journalists travelling with Mr. Shen were 
detained briefly and put on a plane to Hong Kong, according to 
Ross Terrill, an American scholar of China who is a member of 
the advisory board of Mr. Shen’s U.S.-based Democracy for 
China Fund. Mr. Shen, a leader in foe 1989 pro-democracy 
movement crashed by China’s army, travelled the country 
meeting with members of the underground Democracy Move- 
ment, dissidents, intellectuals and former officials, Mr. Terrill, 
who came to Peking to witness Mr. Shen’s return, told reporters. 


French Socialists alone in referendum 


AVIGNON, France (R) — France's ruling Socialists are isolated, 
exhausted, unpopular and gloomy as they struggle to save the 
Maastricht Treaty of European union from defeat in a referen- 
dum this month. If the “no” vote triumphs on Sept. 20, the broad 
public rejection of President Francois Mitterrand’s party after 11 
years in power may be the decisive factor. The treaty, which aims 
to build a common foreign and security policy among the 12 
European Community states, has already been narrowly rejected 
by Danish voters in a June referendum, and a “no” vote by 
France would effectively kin it. The latest opinion poll released - 
Monday suggested a swing back towards the “yes” vote, credited 
with 53 per cent support, after three polls last week predicting the k 
“no” votes would win. This week’s Socialist Party annual summer 
school reflected the dejection and ideological exhaustion of a 
party which won only 183 per cent of the vote in regional 
elections in March. 


Blast rips through Greek refinery 


ATHENS (AP) — An explosion and fire ripped through foe 
Petrola Oil Refinery near Athens Tuesday, killing one employee 
and injuring 25, officials said. The cause of the blast at the 
refinery’s naphtha and jet production units was not immediately 
dear. After foe fire was extinguished, one charred body was 
found, said Fire Brigade Chief Constantine Arkoudeas. Another 
25 people were injured, 17 of them seriously, said Yannis 
Pieroutsakos. secretary general of the Health Ministry. The 
explosion occurred at 7:20 a.m. (0420 GMT) at the refinery in 
Elevsis, 24 kilometres east of Athens on the Bay of Elevsis. The 
refinery’s storage tanks were not damaged. 


3 crewmen killed in Angola air crash 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — Three crewmen were killed when a 
plane carrying journalists to South Africa crashed in southern l 
Angola late Monday night, the aircraft's owners said Tuesday. - 
Bob Garbett, managing director of Professional Aviation, said^ 
two journalists were seriously hurt “but their injuries are not life, 
threatening.” The passengers were treated at a bush hospital at 
Jamba, former wartime headquarters of Angola's mam opposi- 
tion UNTTA movement, before being flown to wonderboom Air 
Base near Pretoria. Seven of the journalists were taken to 
Pretoria’s F.W. Verwoerd Hospital for checks but the hospital’s, 
chief superintendent Dirk Van Rooy said no-one there was badly 
hurt. Mr. Garbett said 16 journalists were aboard . bat passengers 
on the plane said there were only 14. 


Former east German spymaster arrested 


KARLSRUHE, Germany (R) — One of former east Germany’s 
leading counter-intelligence experts has been arrested on charges 
of treason and fraud, the federal prosecutor’s office announced. 
Former lieatesaat-Gcnenl Gueoter Kratsch, 61, frequently held clandes- 
tine meetings with his west German spies who gave him top secret 
material on Western nuclear forces, it said. He was 
responsible for the confiscation of about 30 million marks ($21 
million) sent by post between east Germany and the West, it 
added. The prosecutor’s office said Gen. Kratsch was suspected 
of running spies in west Germany, a charge that may not be illegal 
under the 1990 unity treaty that merged east and west Germany. 
The treaty states east Germans must be tried under east German 
law, under which espionage against Bonn was no crime, and some 
lawyers argue east Germans could not have betrayed west 
Germany during the cold war since it was not their state. 


U.S. army 
pitches tents 
for Florida 
homeless 


MIAMI (R) — Navy ships loaded 
with tonnes of food and construc- 
tion materials steamed into south 
Florida as army troops pitched 
long-awaited canvas tents for 
homeless families camping out 
among mounds of steamy gar- 
bage. 

President George Bush said be 
would again visit areas of Florida 
and Louisiana Tuesday hit by 
hurricane Andrew, the costliest 
natural disaster m U.S. history, 
which killed 40 people, made tens 
of thousands homeless and dam- 


aged property estimated at about 
$30 billion. 

The White House, sensitive ‘to 
the mood of voters in an election 
year, has been working to fend 
off critics who had complained 
that Washington failed to re- 
spond quickly to one of the worst 
natural disasters in the nation’s 
history. 

1 Wide Mr. Bush rushed to the 
(fisaster scene in Florida last 
Monday within boors after the 
storm struck, he did not order 
federal troops to the area until 
Thursday, after they were re- 
quested by Florida’s governor. 

The troops did not arrive until 
Friday, after local officials over- 
whelmed by the tragedy were 
virtually begging for help. 

The White Hopse has been 
clearly irritated by suggestions tty 
some officials and media com- 
mentators that Mr. Bush did not 
respond as quickly to the crisis on 
his own shores as he did to Iraq’s 
1990 invasion of Kuwait. 

Mr. Bush was slated to depart 
Washington eariy Tuesday for an 
inspection tour arranged so 
‘ ‘ iy that it caught White 
: officials off guard when 
Mr. Bush told reporters of his 
plans while poring for photo- 
graphers Monday. 

Saying there’s “still an awful 
lot of human suffering” in the 
storm’s wake, Mr. Bush vowed to 
“move forward as fast as we can 
to help alleviate that 


“I think progress is being 
“ " “And 


made,” Mr. Bush said. 

now we need to follow up with 
our agencies and departments in 
every way that we possibly can to 
assist foe victims of this storm.” 
Although Mr. Bush and his 
des deny that any political con- 
si derations are involved in the 
high-visibility role taken by the 
president in dealing with the dis- 
aster, certain election-year reali- 
ties cannot be ignored. 

Florida may be the most solidly 
Republican state in the sooth in 
terms of prerideotiaf politics. For 
Mr. Bush its 25 electoral votes 
are key to a victory in November 
— especially since, he is 
threatened with foe loss of CaE- 
fornia and possibly even Texas, 
key voter-rich states. 


Scandal 


spotlight 
turns to 


Miyazawa 

cabinet 


TOKYO (R) — The spotlight in a 
spreading corruption scandal 
turned Tuesday on Prime Minis- 
ter Kiichi Miyazawa’s cabinet 
amid reports that three ministers 
might be questioned by prosecu- 
tors about their role in die affair. 

The Sagawa scandal, foe third 
to hit the rufing Liberal Demo- 
cratic Party (LDP) in as many 
years, could undermine die par- 
ty’s recent favourable election 
shouting and cause political insta- 
bility, analysts said. 

Prime Minister Kikbi Miyaza- 
wa moved swiftly to clear his own 
name after foe resignation Tues- 
day of a prominent politician 

linked, tp. the scandal, the second 

in just, five days. „ 

‘ “I have never taken' (Sagawa 
funds),” Mr. Miyazawa tola re- 


porters, adefing that be did not 
know a 


any executives of Sagawa 
Kyubm, the delivery trucking 
firm at the centre of the scandal 
probe. 

Niigata Governor Kiyoshi 
Kaneko announced on Tuesday 
be was stepping down after re- 
ports that he took 300 million yen 
($2.4 million) for his 1989 elec- 
tion campaign in. undeclared 
Sagawa funds. x 

Just last Thursday Shin Kane- 
maru, the country’s most power- 
ful politician, said be was quitting 
as LDP vice-president after 
admitting he took 500 million yen 
Mr. Miyazawa told reporters 
none of his aides or political 
secretaries had ever been on the 
Sagawa payroll 
Yet Kiyoshi Sagawa, former 
chairman of the tracking firm, 
said in a television interview ear- 
lier this year his -company had 
paid foe salaries of aides to some 
280 politicians nationwide. 


An Abfctazi - Nashua! Guardsman waits to Core on Georgian forces daring fighting in the 


republic 


Karabakh truce generally holds 


BAKU, Azerbaijan (R) — A 
senior Azeri Defence Ministry 
official Tuesday accused Armenia 
of abusing a ceasefire in the 
disputed enclave of Nagorno- 
Karabakh, using the break to 
move up weapons and troops. 

Further west in Georgia, the 
secessionist region of Abkhazia 
reported tnttor fighting with gov- 
ernment forces after a ceasefire 
collapsed in another part of the 
volatile Transcaucasus. 

“On Monday our intelligence 
reported a major bufld-up of 
Armenian forces along the bor- 
der between Armenia and Azer- 
baijan,” Azeri Defence Ministry 
spokeswoman Leyla Yunnsova 
said in an interview. 

“This ceasefire is of no benefit 
to us at all. A ceasefire is not 
enough — we need a political 
settlement.” 

The -ceasefire appeared to be 
holding but both Azerbaijan and 
Armenia accused each other of 
shelling positions overnight. 

Ms.- Yunusova said it was 
pointless arranging ceasefire until 
there was a method of enforcing 
them. 

“We need a durable peace and 
not a temporary ceasefire that 
can be used to prepare for 
more intensive military activities 
and bloodshed,” she said. 

She said the Armenians had 
moved 500 men, five tanks, four 
armoured personnel carriers and 
two rocket batteries- into one 
front-fine position alone in foe 
last day- and similar build-ups had 
been noticed in other regions. 

Azeri and Armenian officials 
reached agreement late last 
month on a ceasefire in the four- 
year-old conflict that has cost 
over 2,000 lives. But fierce fight- 


ing continued up to the eve of the 
Sept. 1 deadline. 

The Azeri Defence Ministry 
said earlier there had been no 
dashes since the midnight cease- 
fire in foe mam areas of conflict 
m foe north of Karabakh, an 


Armenian-populated region 
.fighting for independence fro 


m 


Azerbaijan. 

“The main theatre of war re- 
mains calm,” said a spokesman. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said 10 people were killed and 
more than thirty wounded over- 
night when Armenian forces shel- 
led Azerbaijan's Jebrail district 

Gagik Avakyan, an Armenian 
National Security Ministry offi- 
cial, said Azeri forces had shelled 
several towns in and around the 
enclave in foe early hours. 


“It is relatively cairn in our 
area. We are holding our posi- 
tions, they are holding their posi- 
tions,” said Badri Pirtskbalian. 

Georgian leader Eduard She- 
vardnadze sent in the troops last 
month after foe Abkhazian par- 
liament issned what amounted to 
a declaration of independence in 
July. More than 100 people have 
died in dashes in foe last two 
months. 


“There was shelling, but no 
attacks on the Armenian posi- 
tions;” he said from the Arme- 
nian capital Yerevan. An Arme- 
nian presidential spokesman said 
two people bad been killed by 
shells in foe Karabakh town of 
Martimi 

Meanwhile in Georgia, a 
spokeswoman for the Abkhazian 
parliament m Gudauta, readied 
by telephone from Moscow, said 
a fierce battle was raging for the 
Black Sea cqastal town of Eshery 
further south. 


“In other areas, foe two sides 
are in the same positions, shelling 
each other .with everything possi- 
ble,” she said. 

The Georgian mititazy com- 
mander hi foe Abkhazian town of 
Gagra, focus of recent fighting, 
earlier said the region was quiet 
after two days of bitter clashes 
which lolled at least 30 people 
and shattered a new ceasefire. 


Mr. Purtskhalian said his troops 
did not intend to attack Gudanta, 
down the coast from Gagra. 

Mr. Shevardnadze is due to 
meet Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin Thursday to discuss ways 
of settling the conflict. 

In the central Asian state of 
Tajikistan, militant opponents of 
President Rakhmon Nabiyev said 
they still controlled the republic’s 
presidential palace and wanted 
foe former Communist leader’s 
resignation. 

But the Interior Ministry said 
the situation in foe capital 
Dushanbe was under control. 

Said-Kasim JaJolov of the 
opposition national Salvation 
Front said activists who occupied 
part of foe building Monday also 
wanted a new provisional govern- 
ment. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said opposition activists were 
gathering on Dushanbe’s Shakhi- 
don Square where huge protests 
last spring nearly brought the 
dowrfaH of Mr. Nabiyev. 

He survived that upheaval but 
was forced to ap po in t opponents 
to key government points. Knee 
then he has struggled to retain 
power while a brutal civil war 
simmers in the south of the ooun- 

fty- 


17 die in Sri Lanka marketplace blast 


COLOMBO (R) — At least 17 
people were killed and 20 wound- 
ed when a bomb hidden inside an 
ice-cream can fixed to a bicycle 
blasted a crowded eastern Sri 
Lanka marketplace Tuesday, a 
senior army officer said. 

The officer said the bomb was 
planted by Liberation Tigers of 
Tamil Edam guerrillas. 

The casualties could rise after 
the blast at Sainthamarathu vil- 
lage, about 240 kilometres east of 
Colombo, a military spokesman 
at Colombo’s Joint Operations 
Command said. 

Two senior government minis- 
ters who represent the eastern 


Ampara district, where the inci- 
dent occurred, were flown to the 
village late Tuesday. 

The Tigers, fighting for then- 
own Tamil homeland in the north 
and the east, often plant bombs in 
crowded public areas. 

Meanwhile Sri Lanka’s Sup- 
reme Court unanimously rejected 
Tuesday an opposition petition to 
declare the 1988 election of Presi- 
dent Ranasmghe Premadasa null 
and void. 

After a 527-day hearing, foe 
country's longest, the five Sup- 
reme Court judges threw out a 
petition by opposition leader Suv 
m Bandaranafl® caffiog for the De- 


cember 1988 peril to be dodared 
null and void because widespread 
violence prevented many voters 
going to polls. 


Tuesday’s verdict, delivered in 
a courthouse complex ringed by 
armed police, was greeted by 
firecrackers from Mr. Premada- 
sa’s supporters. 


Security was tightened across 
the city. Mr. Premadasa and Mrs. 
Bandaranaike were not in court. 

The case, filed in January 1989, 
was concluded in June this year. 
There were 977 witnesses and 
27,000 pages of evidence were 
recorded. 


Clinton accuses Bush of ruining economy 


LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas (AP) 
— Bill Clinton accused President 
George Bush of running the U.S., 
economy “into foe ditch” as the 
Democratic nominee opened the 
television advertising battle of the 
U.S. presidential campaign. 

Republicans said Mr. Clinton’s 
ad pledging 8 million jobs was 
false advertising. 

In other campaign action Mon- 
day, Vice President Dan Quayle 
got into a new fight with Holly- 
wood. Mr. Quayie’s Democratic 
opponent, Sen. A] Gore, accused 


foe Bush administration of being 
“foolled” into granting China 
trade privileges. 

With the election just over two 
months away, Mr. Bush was 
staying in Washington to keep 
abreast of hurricane Andrew re- 
covery efforts. Mr. CGnton, the 
governor of Arkansas, returned 
to his home state to attened to 
state business. 

Talking to report e rs as he ar- 
rived at foe statehouse, Mr. Clin- 
ton accused Republicans of fall- 
ing foe American people on foe 
jobs issue. Democrats have long 
accused the Republican adminis- 
tration of policies that have sacri- 
ficed American jobs to Mexico, 
Japan and other countries. 

“George Bush promised 15 
trillion new jobs in the first four 
years — bus’s 14 million-plus 
short,” Mr. Gintoo said, re- 
ding to Republican attacks 
hk new 60-seoond commer- 
cial lads “truth in advertising.” 
“They have no credibility to 
say anything about jobs,” Mr. 
‘Clinton said of Republicans. “All 
they knowhow to do is give more 
money to the richest Americans, 


bankrupt the country and run the 
economy into the ditch.” 

Mr. Clinton's ad was airing 
Monday in several targeted 
states. It pushes his achievements 
as Arkansas governor and says 
his economic strategy would cre- 
ate 8 million new jobs in the first 
four years if he is elected presi- 
dent 

In Alabama, Mr. Quayle re- 
sponded to the latest attacks 
against him from Hollywood, 
accusing participants in a nation- 
wide television awards presenta- 
tion broadcast nationwide Sun- 
day, of lying about Us views 
towards single mothers. 

“They said I attacked single 
mofoera. That is a lie,” Mr. 
Quayle told a small crowd that 
welcomed him in Huntsville. 
“They said that I believe single 
mothers and their children were 
not families. That is a tie.” 

Mfi. Quayle was a frequent 
target of jokes during the broad 1 
cast as Hollywood figures re- 
tumedfirc for his criticism of TV . 
character Morphy Brown’s deci- 
sion to have a chad out of wed- 
lock. The character is played by 
actress Candice Bergen. 

Mr. Qnayle’s retort was 
directed at the show’s creator, 
Diane English, who addressed 
herself to single parents during 
the awards programme and said, 
“don’t let anyone tell yon you’re 
not a family.” 

Mr. Quayle had said the show 
was glorifying single parenthood 
•in a way that discredited tradk 
tioual family values. 

Referring to foe criticism be 
received during the programme, 
Mr. Quayle said: "Hollywood 


doesn’t like our values. Holly- 
wood doesn’t like our beliefs.” 

Sen. Gore, campaigning in 
Oakland, California, said that the 
Bush administration should not 
have granted most-favoured na^ 
tion trading status to China. 

Sen. Gore toured American 
brass and iron, a foundry whose 
workers said their company was 

doctshi the United Iftates, flood- 
ing the American market with 
underpriced goods. - 


However, ' Bush campaign 
spokewoman Tone Clarke said 
that Mr. Clinton’s defence cuts — 
which are double Mr. Bush’s 
would cost 1 million jobs and his 


health care plan would cost 
another 700,000. Tax increases 


on business would wipe out 
another 300,000, she said: 


“We have supported measures 
that would tell China, look, we 
want you to come into the family 
of free nations, we want you to 
stop violating the human rights of 
your citizens,” Sen. Gore fold 
workers. 

“What Bush and Quayle have 
done is allowed themselves to be 
footed,” be added. 

Earlier, Sen. Core said the 
White House couldnot be trusted 
to -protect die environment be- 
cause Mr. Bush has appointed 
people willing to “ravage and 
exploit” natural resources. . 


Ms. Clarke said it was credible 
for her to criticise Mr. Clinton’s 
pledge — even though Mr. Bush, 
has fallen way short in his 1988 
pledge to create 15 million jobs in 
the first term — because Mr. 
Clinton’s economic plan won’t 
work. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Clinton 
gained strength in a national poll 
released Monday while President 
Bush dipped from his post-con- 
veutioD 


■The 8 mOfion jobs promised in 
the Democratic TV ad was a new 
figure. In the past, Mr. Cfinton 
has said his plan to invest $20 
■billion in roads, bridges and other 
projects would , create 1 nriffion 
jobs a year. 

Mr. Ctinton's communications 
director, /George Stephano- 
poulos, said the 8 million figure 
comes from government predic- 
tions of how much new employ- 
ment wouW corae htr s defence 
conversion, investment credits 
for businesses and investment in 
roads, bridges and other projects. 


■ The latest ABCNews-Washin- 
tong Post poll shows Mr. Gmton 
with 55 pfcr cent support to Mr. 
Bush’s 36 per cent. 

The two were nearly even fol- 
lowing the Republican national 
convention, Aug. 17-20. Since a 
poll taken for the same organisa- 
tions immediately after foe con- 
vention, Mr. CEnton gained eight' 
p e rc e nt a ge points and Mr. Bush 
lost six. 

. The survey released Monday was' 
taken by telephone era Aug. 26-30 
among 766 registered voteis/The 
margin of error was phis or minus 
4.5 percentage points. 

The pofl suggested that the 
shifting alleg i ances of indepen- 
dent voters — who apparently 
leaned towards. Bush last week 
and are now back in Mr. Clinton’s 
comer — are partly responsible 
for the swing m ptill numbers. 


Male au pair gets 
reprieve from 
deportation 


LONDON (R) — A Swedish 
male au-pair (home-help) 
threatened with deportation from 
Britain because he is not a 
woman was given a last-minute 
reprieve Monday, immigration 
officials said. But Johan Egei- 
stedt. 19, was told he could stay 
only as a visitor, not as a paid 
help for the children of the En- 
glish family that hired him. Im- 
migration officers detained Mr. 
Egelstedt on his arrival last week 
under a British rule that says an 
au pair must be “an unmarried 
girl aged 17-27 inclusive without 
dependants.” The family that 
hired him protested vehemently 
and a Home Office (Interior 
Ministry) decision to deport him 
was given extensive press cover- 
age. Home Secretary Kenneth 
Clarke Monday intervened perso- 
nally to allow Mr. Egelstedt to 
stay in England for a month. He 
was ordered not to work as an au 
pair during that time but will then 
be able to apply for a six-month 
visa extension. “We’re delighted 
but we're still very concerned that 
this crazy archaic law does get 
changed,” said Sue Baughan. 
who hired Mr. Egelstedt to look 
alter her four children. 


Lane closed in 
Sydney tunnel 
after one day 


SYDNEY (AP) — It didn’t rake 
long for that bane of all roads, the 
pothple, to hit Sydney's new har- 
bour t unn el. Just 28 hours after 
Australian dollar 560-miliron 
($397 million) structure opened, 
traffic was disrupted for 45 mi- 
nutes at the start of the rush hour 
as crews did a little patch work on 
one of the four lanes. Roads and 
Traffic Authority spokesman Bob 
Dudley said the hole was about 
0.6 metres (IVi feet) wide and 3 
metres (10 feet) long but only 
about 2.5 centimetres (an inch) 
deep. There was no cause for 
alarm and motorists had experi- 
enced a “bump rather than a 


thump,” he said. He said the 
problem may have been caused 


Ey a special mix used to coat the 
sf roa 


tunnel road to reduce noise. 


British transplant 
girt doing well 


PITTSBURGH (R) — A British 
who came to Pittsburgh for a 


e-saving organ transplant was 
well enough to sing, faugh and 


even dance Monday, less than 
three months after her operation. 
‘Tin feeling well. I like it in 
America,” Laura Davies, 4, told 
a group of reporters as she sang 
and danced at a news conference. 
The girt received a new Uver and 
intestine in a rare transplant 
operation at Children's Hospital 
of Pittsburgh on June 10. Her 
recovery from the gruelling 15- ks 



hospital last week, though she is 
staying in the area in order to. 
have weekly doctor visits. “Her 
medical condition is quite good. 
She has recovered quite we if from 
the surgery,” said Dr. Andreas 
Tzakis, director of foe Paediatric 
Tra n splant Unit at University of 
Pittsburgh’s Medical Centre, who 
led Laura's transplant team. 


Ramos wants wives 
to stoi 


in 


stop meddling 
police work 


MANILA (iy — Philippine Pres- 
Fidel Ramos said he had 


Went 

told police commanders to 
their wives from med dling 
police work. “It is you the gener- 
als, the colonels and the comman- 


ders (who are) wearing the stars, 
the insignias, the amfonns and 


a— emu 

who have the firearms, so yon ran 


the organisation, not your 
wives,” Gen. Ramos told a news 


conference, recounting his meet- 
ing with police officers last week. 
Gen. Ramos did not identify the 
officers with meddlesome wives 
or say what the wives were doing. 
But rumours in Manila coffee 
shops say a wife of an officer has 
token foe role of collecting her 
husband’s ' commissions fro 
illegal ga m mi n g syndicates 
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Reluctant husbands 
could face Jail for 
not granting divorce 




TEL AVIV (AP) — Jewish mei 
W HO re fuse to grant their wive; 
divor ces could soon face serioa 
o rcrcip al chaises. Israel Televi 


■V 

r* 


— — — Wiaw lCiCVl 

son reported. Uzf®aram, actinj 
nnnirter for religions affairs 
made the promise while addres 
sing a group of “agunot”, o 
abandoned wives, demonstratmi 
outride the Ministry of Refigjon 
Affairs. According to Jewish reli 
ffoas tew, ’winch governs tb 
areas of marriage and divorce ii 
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Israel, Agunot may not remar 
their husbands agree to ( 


untfl 

voice them. 

have out of wedlock are con 
dered ‘^namzenm,’* or hasten 
and their descendants are excoj 
mimi c ate d from foe Jewish* tie 
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pie for ten generations. 
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